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T H E  P R O M I S E D  L I G H T
STUDY GUIDE

ISAIAH 9:1-7                                                   NOVEMBER 28, 2021                  

H I G H L I G H T S  
  
TAKEAWAY: THROUGH THE PROPHET ISAIAH, 
GOD URGED HIS PEOPLE TO TURN TO HIM 
FOR LIGHT IN DARK TIMES. HE PROMISED 
TO SEND LIGHT THAT WOULD PROVIDE 
HOPE FOR ETERNITY. 

WHY IT’S IMPORTANT: TURN TO GOD AND HIS 
WORD TO BRING LIGHT TO THE DARKNESS IN 
YOUR LIFE.

GOSPEL CONNECTION: JESUS IS MESSIAH 
SPOKEN OF BY ISAIAH.
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I N T R O D U C T I O N
1 When was a time you were in need of a flashlight?

2 What feelings do you associate with darkness?

Our world seems to be a dark place these days. We live each day under the clouds 
of threats to our families, our homes, and our futures. How can we find our way 
through all this and more? God wants us to find light for living through His 
Word, and ultimately, through His Son. Only then can we have a genuine and 
trustworthy hope for the eventual end of despair.

U N D E R S TA N D I N G   
> READ ISAIAH 8:19-22.

The Israelites feared destruction at the hands of their enemies. Isaiah preached 
during a time when the king of Israel (Pekah) had made a pact with the king 
of Aram (Rezin). They both wanted to overthrow the king of Judah, Ahaz 
(Isaiah 7:1-9). Isaiah prophesied to Ahaz that he should not fear these two, but 
should look for God’s deliverance (Isaiah 7:10-25). The plot of Israel and Aram 
against Judah led God to bring judgment upon them through the attack of the 
Assyrians (Isaiah 8:1-17). Because many people did not want to hear the truth of 
God’s judgment, they turned to spiritists and the occult to tell them the message 
they wanted to hear (Isaiah 8:18-22). 

Israel’s problem, and ours, was like a man standing at his refrigerator. Opening 
the refrigerator door lightens the dark kitchen at night, but unless that man 
drinks or eats, he won’t get what he came for—he’ll stay hungry or thirsty. We 
need light to shine in our darkness, but we also need to ingest spiritual sustenance 
in our lives.

	°What marks those who walk in the light?

	°What marks those who walk in darkness? 
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	°What could the people expect if they did not turn to God for direction?

Because the people did not turn to God for direction and hope, their dark times 
would continue. Only God can bring light.

	°How would the behavior of those described in verses 8:21-22 have 
been different if they had walked in the light? What impact might that 
have made on the people and circumstances around them?

	°What do people often look toward to try and find hope for the future? 
When and how can these things lead to darkness?

Placing hope in our own abilities, earthly relationships, the assumed pleasures 
of disobedience, empty philosophies, or other ideas that do not line up with the 
truth of God’s Word ultimately lead people into uncertainty and despair. Turning 
to the Lord during times of fear and uncertainty, rather than to some other source 
of promised security apart from Him, is the sign of a vibrant faith. A worldview 
shaped by ungodly or purely humanistic influences offers no such hope, only 
further darkness and gloom. Only a worldview shaped by the truth of God’s Word 
sheds the inextinguishable light of hope on those who obey the truth of that 
Word. 

> READ ISAIAH 9:1. 

	°The end of chapter 8 presents a distressing and dark picture. As 
a result, what does the word “Nevertheless” in verse 9:1 indicate 
instead? 

	°What did God promise in verse 1? 
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Despite their sinful disregard for God, He promised to show great kindness to 
the Israelites, bringing light to His people who were lingering in or continually 
returning to darkness. Through the prophet Isaiah, God promised His people 
that the gloom of their distressed land would come to an end and that God would 
ultimately bring honor to the whole land. Here Isaiah fixed his eyes toward the 
hope of the future and away from Assyria’s imminent attack. Isaiah saw a reversal 
in circumstances that God’s grace would one day work for His people. 

God had humbled Zebulun and Naphtali because of their sin. However, despite 
that sin, their future would be redeemed. God would bring honor to the lands 
that experienced the gloom of dishonor in their defeat and deportation by the 
Assyrians.

> READ ISAIAH 9:2-5. 

In these verses, Isaiah saw the present dire circumstances reversed. He looked 
past the present despair of the people and saw God and His sovereign plan to bless 
His people. Living in God’s light produces a joyous hope that enables believers to 
meet all of life’s circumstances with submission, obedience, and trust that stem 
from their knowledge of and belief in His faithfulness and character.

	°Read Matthew 4:13-16 to see how Jesus’s ministry in Galilee perfectly 
fulfilled this prophecy. 

Any Jew familiar with his Bible would have recognized Matthew’s quote of 
Isaiah 9:1-2 and made the connection to the remaining unquoted portion 
in 9:3-7, including the promised birth of the child whose name would be called 

“Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace” (v. 6). 
By quoting Isaiah 9:1-2, Matthew clearly identified Jesus as the fulfillment of 
Isaiah’s prophecy.

	°Read Jesus’s declaration in John 8:12. According to John 8:12, who will 
never walk in darkness, but instead have light? What does it mean to 
follow Christ? 
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If we follow Jesus Christ, we can be certain our future will be bright with His 
light, regardless of our circumstances. 

> READ ISAIAH 9:6-7.

Isaiah 9:6 provides the answer to how God’s promises in Isaiah 9:1-5 would be 
accomplished. The verse provides the answer as to what the great light (v. 2) 
would be—He would come in the form of a child. “Child is born” points to His 
humanity; and “the son is given” points to His deity. God promised an end to 
Israel’s despair—not through powerful armies, but through a Child! Jesus was 
the ultimate fulfillment of Isaiah’s Immanuel sign (7:14).

	°What titles are given for the Messiah in verse 6? 

	°What do His four titles signify for us today?

Use the commentary to help explain what each title means. Wonderful Counselor 
reveals that His wisdom transcends mere human wisdom. He is independent of 
anyone else for advice. As Mighty God, He possesses all the power of God and 
acts for the good of His people. This Child is not just another Israelite king; He 
is the Everlasting Father whose reign lasts forever. As the Prince of Peace, He 
brings peace between God and people. Peace is more than cessation of war. The 
Hebrew word translated peace means to be both safe and sound. Thus the word 
refers to prosperity in general, as opposed to sorrow and war. In biblical thought, 
a person’s name implies the basic character of that individual. Jesus would be 
called these names because He would actually be this kind of person. 

	°Which of the titles is the most meaningful to you now and why?  

	°Read verse 7 again. What kind of ruler would this Child be? How does 
this affect our future?
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	°How do the implications of these verses in Isaiah extend beyond just 
the promise of the Child whose birth we celebrate at Christmas? How 
do they encourage and comfort us today? 

God gave the amazing promise in these verses to Israel, despite their disobedience 
and their deserved rejection. God would bring Israel a King to secure their full 
and lasting blessing. This child would conquer and rule over all. The people of 
Israel surely rejoiced at Isaiah’s words. Consider how much more we can rejoice as 
we look back knowing Jesus has come! He died, rose, and brought salvation for all 
who trust in Him. Ultimately, Christ will reign as Lord over all, and every tongue 
will acknowledge Him as Lord (Philippians 2:11). In response, we are called to 
live in His light, not in darkness, trusting and hoping in His sovereignty, glory, 
and goodness. 

A P P L I C AT I O N                  
We celebrate Christmas because God entered our world in the form of a man—
Jesus. The meaning of Christmas becomes personal and real to us when we allow 
Jesus to enter our lives as Savior and Lord. 

	° Is Christ at the center of your Christmas celebration this year?

	°More importantly, are Christ and the advancement of His kingdom the 
most important things in your life right now? 

	° If so, what evidence could you give to support your answer based on 
words, priorities, and actions? Would others say the same? If He’s not, 
what needs to change?

P R A Y                                                                                                                                         
Pray that Jesus would be at the center of our celebrations and remain the center 
of our lives. 
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T O  C H A N G E  T H E  W O R L D
STUDY GUIDE

ISAIAH 11:1-9                                                     DECEMBER 5, 2021                       

H I G H L I G H T S  
  
TAKEAWAY: JESUS, THE PROMISED MESSIAH, 
CAME TO TRANSFORM THE WORLD AND 
RESTORE GOD’S PEOPLE.

WHY IT’S IMPORTANT: WE RECOGNIZE THE 
WORLD NEEDS CHANGE BUT SOMETIMES LOSE 
HOPE THAT CHANGE WILL EVER TAKE PLACE. 

GOSPEL CONNECTION: JESUS IS THE SHOOT 
FROM THE STUMP OF JESSE, THE PROMISED 
SAVIOR OF THE WORLD (ROMANS 15:8-12). 
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I N T R O D U C T I O N
1 What is one change in the world you would like to see take 

place, but don’t think it will?

2 What would have to happen for that change to take place?

3 What is something you have personally seen or experienced that you 
had previously considered a long shot? What happened?

After living just a short time on this earth, many of us learn to lower our 
expectations. Circumstances disappoint us, people disappoint us, and even many 
of our own convictions turn out to be misplaced. 

Isaiah 10 and the beginning of Isaiah 11, then, make sense to us, because we see 
a picture of a forest full of tree stumps made by God cutting the lofty down low 
including even His own people. It is a picture of crushed expectations. Any sort 
of change looked like a long shot, but there was one stump, the stump of Jesse 
that would make a spectacular comeback. Israel would produce a shoot through 
whom the entire tree would flourish. This is the reason we can have hope and 
expectation: Jesus has come and will come again to change the world.

U N D E R S TA N D I N G   
> READ ISAIAH 11:1-5.

	°What expectations did Isaiah have for the shoot of Jesse?

	°What do you think is significant about the “shoot,” “stump,” and 
“branch” language within the book of Isaiah?

	°Read Isaiah 61:1 and Luke 4:18. Who did Jesus see as the fulfillment of 
Isaiah 11:1? 
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Jesse was David’s father (see 1 Samuel 16:1-13), so a reference to Jesse identified 
the figure to come from the same family as David. The Davidic covenant is 
important because in it God promised that a son of David would build the Lord’s 
house and his throne would last forever (2 Samuel 7:8-16). Throughout the 
Bible, a connection to David is synonymous with a connection to the Messiah. 
In Isaiah 10:33-34, Isaiah prophesied that the Lord would “chop off branches,” 
cut down “tall trees,” and clear “the thickets of the forest with an ax.” What was 
left after God’s judgment of the larger brush was the shoot, stump, or branch 
representing a faithful minority, the remnant, from which the Messiah would 
eventually emerge.

	°Which of these characteristics listed in Isaiah 11:1-5 stand out to you the 
most? Why?

	°Consider each quality one by one. Why do we need these in the world 
today? 

	°What about in our individual lives? Based on these descriptions, what 
changes does Jesus bring to our lives?

With wisdom and understanding, counsel and might, knowledge and the fear of 
the Lord, the shoot of Jesse would have all the qualities needed to bring the stump 
back to life, back from its rebellion to right relationship with God. Because Christ’s 
delight is in the Lord and not in man, He is just, not basing His judgments on 
appearance or the opinions of others. In Isaiah 11, we see references to both the 
first (v. 1-4a) and second (v. 4b) coming of Christ (see also 2 Thessalonians 2:8).

	°Why do you think there is an emphasis on the Spirit of the Lord in the 
passage? How does this relate to the title “Messiah”? 

	°Why is having the Lord’s presence crucial for doing the Lord’s work of 
bringing change to the world? 
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The word Messiah means “anointed one,” which connotes the Spirit empowering 
someone for a particular office or task. David, for instance, was anointed with 
the Spirit in 1 Samuel 16:13 when Samuel affirmed him as Israel’s next king. 
The “Spirit of the Lord” is also said to come upon others appointed to office or 
specific tasks (see Exodus 31:1-6; Numbers 11:17, 25-29; Judges. 14:6, 19; 15:14; 
1 Samuel 10:10; 11:6). After the Spirit of the Lord is introduced in verse 2, the 
rest of the verse presents a threefold repetition about the Spirit’s competence to 
empower the Messiah for His task of ruling in righteousness.

> READ ISAIAH 11:6-9.

	°What do you find most striking about the behavior of the various 
animals described in verses 6-9? 

	°Beyond all the symbolic language, what was Isaiah’s greater point?

	° In what ways can the statement in verse 9, “the earth will be filled 
with the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea,” be 
considered God’s purpose throughout the entire Bible? Where else is 
this thread woven through Scripture?

God’s mission for humanity and the world was for His image bearers to bear fruit, 
multiply, and fill the earth (Genesis 1:26-28). In turn, by ruling and filling the 
earth they would reflect God’s character and spread the knowledge of Him across 
the whole creation over which God has given them dominion. In the Messiah—
who possesses the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord (Isaiah 11:2)—we 
see God’s purposes for humanity perfectly fulfilled when His rule reaches the 
entire world. He is the central focus of the grand narrative of Scripture.

	°How might readers of Isaiah have misunderstood his words as 
applying to military peace? How might we misunderstand the peace 
Jesus brings today?

	°Read Isaiah 65:17, 25. When will the events of Isaiah 11:6-9 take place? 
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	°How does verse 9 inform you of the reason for this radically new earth, 
where destructive forces are gone?

These verses beautifully illustrate the pervasive peace of Christ’s global kingdom. 
When the earth is filled with the knowledge of God, even animals will behave 
according to that knowledge. The reign of the King, as evidenced by the spirit of 
knowledge and fear of the Lord, is such a powerful force that it changes everything.

A P P L I C AT I O N                  
	°How might you pursue the peace Christ offers in the turmoil of life this 
week?

	° In light of Isaiah 11, what sort of change should we embody in the world 
as followers of Jesus?

	°Why should the promise that the Messiah will reign over the nations 
motivate us all the more to take the gospel message to the nations?

P R A Y                                                                                                                                         
Thank God for being bigger than our expectations. Thank Him for sending Jesus, 
the promised Savior, to bring the change in this world we so desperately need. Ask 
Him to give you opportunities to share this hope you have with others this week.
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T O  E S T A B L I S H  J U S T I C E
STUDY GUIDE

ISAIAH 42:1-9                                                  DECEMBER 12, 2021                  

H I G H L I G H T S  
  
TAKEAWAY: GOD’S PROMISED SAVIOR, 
EMPOWERED BY THE DIVINE SPIRIT, COMES 
TO MAKE RIGHTEOUSNESS AND JUSTICE 
PREVAIL FOR THE NATIONS.

WHY IT’S IMPORTANT: THOSE WHO BELONG 
TO CHRIST DESPERATELY NEED TO REMEMBER 
HIS PURPOSES IN THE WORLD AND, BY HIS 
POWER, LIVE THEM OUT.

GOSPEL CONNECTION: JESUS CHRIST CAME 
TO BRING LIGHT FOR THE GENTILES, OPEN 
EYES THAT ARE BLIND, AND FREE CAPTIVES 
FROM PRISON (LUKE 4:18).
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I N T R O D U C T I O N
1 What injustice in the world breaks your heart?

2  How do you deal with it when you are confronted by injustice: try to 
do something to help, feel helpless, try not to dwell on it because it’s 
overwhelming, pray, or something else?

3 Why should a Christian approach the topic of social justice differently 
than a non-Christian?

As a church community, we believe that the power behind us is greater than the 
task ahead. Isaiah 42 gives us a glimpse of this power as it points to Jesus, the 
promised Savior, who came to establish righteousness and justice for all people.

U N D E R S TA N D I N G   
> READ ISAIAH 42:1-4.

	° Who is the servant God referenced in this passage?

Bible scholars have debated about Isaiah’s understanding of the identity of the 
Lord’s servant (42:1). Some believe he understood it to be the people of Israel, a 
purified remnant of that people, a king, or the prophet himself. However, New 
Testament writers affirm that whether or not Isaiah was fully aware of it in 
his day, the servant’s character, activity, reception, and mission were fulfilled 
ultimately in Jesus Christ.

	°How is Jesus described here? 

	°Which of these descriptors stands out to you the most? Why? 
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	°How has Jesus begun the work of restoration in the world?

The first coming of the Messiah looked much different than what people 
expected. Matthew quoted these verses in Matthew 12:18-21 in the context of 
two healings. In the first, Jesus restored the withered hand of a man on the 
Sabbath (Matthew 12:9-14). In the second, He cast a demon out of a blind 
and mute man, allowing him to speak and see (v. 22). Jesus’s compassion on 
these men illustrates the calm meekness of the Messiah who brings justice. His 
compassionate demeanor reflects the quality of His justice. His perseverance in 
establishing justice over the whole earth also reflects the quality of that justice. 
This is our hope as we pursue justice today. We have no need to rise and fall with 
the issues that confront us. Jesus Himself, the risen Christ, will bring justice to 
the nations. He will not rest until true justice is established.

What great comfort we can take in trusting that God will “faithfully bring forth 
justice.” He won’t brush aside the bruised and the hurting. He won’t disregard 
the small and insignificant. He won’t be stopped. He will steadily and firmly 
set things right! As those who know the brokenness of the world well, we can 
expectantly wait for the fulfillment of His promise that has already begun in His 
servant.

	°How should the coming justice of Christ impact our view of and 
engagement in social justice now? 

	°How much would you say you believe a few people can change the 
world by God’s power? How does your life reflect this?

> READ ISAIAH 42:5-7.

	° What do we learn about God in verse 5?  
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	°Why do we need this reminder today?

Isaiah quoted a familiar hymn that praised God as Creator of the heavens and the 
earth as well as the only source for breath and life for all people. This confirmed 
the promised Savior’s power and importance for all people everywhere. 

We can be sure that the God who created the world and gives breath to those in 
it will one day execute His justice once and for all, and He will not be ignored 
(Isaiah 42:11-14). But for a time, God’s justice is administered through the quiet 
and restrained King. The Messiah’s work is indescribably good, yet undeniably 
just (Matthew 21:44).

	°Which of the promises about Jesus in verses 6-7 stand out to you the 
most personally? Why?

When Jesus came to earth as a man, fully human, He knew the ministry to which 
God had called Him and lived to fulfill that ministry. As He did, He had certain 
promises from God upon which He could find courage to continue, even when 
circumstances were most difficult. Isaiah 42:6-7 is one such promise from God 
to Jesus, made hundreds of years before Jesus ever left heaven to come to earth. 

Throughout Jesus’s ministry on earth, God would be with Him, holding His hand 
in every moment. God would lead Jesus in righteousness to fulfill the purpose to 
which He had called Him—to bring salvation to all people. He would use Jesus to 
do miraculous works of physical and spiritual healing, bringing sight, restoration, 
and freedom to those who felt the bondage of sin and darkness.

	°What does it mean that God called Jesus “in righteousness”? 

	°Where do you see God’s promise of justice in verses 6-7? 
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	°What does righteousness have to do with justice? 

	°How would Isaiah’s message give hope to Jews who lived their entire 
adult lives as a captive people in Babylon?

God’s promise to send His servant would be a welcome message for the people 
of Israel who would endure 70 years as captives in Babylon after the destruction 
of Jerusalem in 586 BC. In Psalm 137:1-4, we get an idea of the grief and 
discouragement the people would experience during the Babylonian exile. The 
Lord’s chosen servant would be empowered by the Spirit to “bring justice to the 
nations” (Isaiah 42:1). His cause would be righteous (42:6), and he would bring 
deliverance to the captives (42:7). 

And Jesus did live out those promises! Each one was fulfilled in the life and work 
of Jesus; furthermore, they are meant to also be fulfilled in us today (John 17:18). 

	° In what ways is God’s calling on our lives the same as His calling for 
Jesus?

The Creator God who controls history has sent His Servant to create a righteous 
community that cares for the feeble and forgotten. Those who belong to Christ 
are called to fulfill God’s purposes on earth through the ministries He sets before 
us. As we walk in that calling, we can also find strength, courage, and confidence 
from God’s promises.
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A P P L I C AT I O N                  
	°Why do you think the Messiah’s justice is an often overlooked promise 
among those looking forward to the full establishment of His reign?

	°Does the Messiah’s justice comfort you? Frighten you? Encourage 
you? Challenge you? Explain.

	°What would it look like for God’s people to be committed to His 
righteousness and justice in the world? How can we as a group do 
better in this?

P R A Y                                                                                                                                         
Thank Jesus for coming to establish justice and righteousness for all people. 
Thank Him for His promise to equip you with His power and presence to carry out 
His purposes in the world. Ask the Spirit to remind you daily of these promises 
so you might faithfully walk in Christ’s righteousness.
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T H E  S U F F E R I N G  K I N G
STUDY GUIDE

ISAIAH 52:13–53:12                                 DECEMBER 19, 2021                 

H I G H L I G H T S  
  
TAKEAWAY: ISAIAH PRESENTED TWO 
COMPLEMENTARY PORTRAITS OF THE 
COMING MESSIAH—HE WOULD BE AN 
EXALTED RULER WITH UNPARALLELED 
POWER AND WISDOM AND A HUMBLE 
SERVANT WHO WOULD BEAR THE GRIEF 
AND SORROW OF SINNERS. THOUGH 
THESE TWO REPRESENTATIONS MAY SEEM 
CONTRADICTORY, THE BIBLE HOLDS THEM 
TOGETHER IN UNITY.

WHY IT’S IMPORTANT: THE EXALTED KING OF 
THE UNIVERSE WAS ALSO A SERVANT WHO 
STOOPED TO SERVE HIS PEOPLE. 

GOSPEL CONNECTION: JESUS IS THE KING 
WHO SUFFERED IN OUR PLACE
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I N T R O D U C T I O N
1 Do you have a boss, or do you work for yourself? How did you or 

your supervisor reach their position?

2  What degree of appreciation does your boss have for what you do, 
or what degree of appreciation do you have for people working 
under you if you are a supervisor? How did you grow this sense 
of appreciation?

3  What does it mean when someone says a job is “below their pay 
grade”? What attitude does this convey?

One of the pressures felt in American culture is the disconnect between working 
people and their—at times distant and disconnected—supervisors. That’s not to 
say this describes all workers, managers, and workplaces, but it does highlight 
the need to dialogue and reach a common understanding. 

One of the unique aspects of the Christian gospel is that the disconnect between 
leader and servant does not exist because Jesus filled both roles. One of the 
controversies about the Christian gospel is that Jesus was a different kind of 
Messiah than the Jewish leaders expected. They wished for a political ruler and 
felt as though Jesus did not live up to this calling. Yet the same prophet who 
predicted Jesus would be a powerful ruler also predicted He would be a humble 
servant. 

U N D E R S TA N D I N G   
The book of Isaiah is somewhat of a mini-Bible within itself. Of course, the Bible 
contains 66 books, 39 from the Old Testament and 27 from the New Testament. 
In similar fashion, the book of Isaiah begins with chapters 1-39, which focus on 
God confronting His people with sin, pride, and unfaithfulness, while chapters 
40-66 contain accounts of God consoling His people with the promises of His 
servant’s work.
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> READ ISAIAH 52:13–53:12.

	°Who is the servant described in verse 13? 

	°To what does the phrase, “he will be raised and lifted up and highly 
exalted” refer?

The same Child who was all of the titles in Isaiah 9 is the humble, suffering servant 
of Isaiah 53. Jesus experienced what it feels like to be overlooked, despised, and 
rejected. Hebrews 4:15 says, “For we do not have a high priest who is unable to 
empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every 
way, just as we are—yet he did not sin.” Because He loves us, Jesus took on pain 
and loss. Jesus willingly took our place and did for us what we could never do for 
ourselves.

This poem begins with the end point—the exaltation of the servant. Before 
detailing the incalculable work and sacrifice of His servant, God declared the 
glorious victory of His Son. Christ’s resurrection and ascension to the right hand 
of the Father are envisioned in this passage in addition to the eternal praise He 
will receive in the new heaven and the new earth. Glory will be the end point of 
His suffering, but suffering came first.

Jesus’s suffering was so extreme that He no longer resembled a human being. 
This is a difficult truth to contemplate, but it’s very necessary to do so because 
it was the price of our salvation. This passage makes it clear that God’s way of 
salvation is substitution, rather than supplementation. Jesus didn’t come to 
show us the way, but to be the Way. 

	°When the people of Israel longed for a Messiah, do you think their 
expectations were more aligned with the suffering Servant we see 
here, or an exalted ruler? 

	°What about your expectations? How is the promised Messiah both 
different and better than what you hoped for?  
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	°Even during intense suffering, how did Jesus respond (v. 7)? What 
does Isaiah’s prophecy teach us about the sacrifice of the promised 
Messiah?

What we frequently see in the Gospels is that Jesus was not the Messiah the 
people expected. He was not a mighty military or political leader; He was a humble 
servant. Yet it is through this humble servant that God established His unending 
kingdom. Through Jesus’s suffering, we see that God keeps His promises; is holy, 
righteous, and good; and has the power to do anything. All these truths come 
together in the sacrifice of the Messiah. God knew exactly what He was doing 
the whole time, and He used the unexpected Messiah to bring blessing to all who 
would approach Him by grace through faith.

This passage sheds great light on the ugliness and pervasiveness of sin. To sin is 
to value something more than we value Jesus. He truly was the suffering servant 
in every sense. 

	°Re-read Isaiah 53:10. Who does it say initiated this plan? What does 
that reveal about God’s power?

It’s tempting to read the phrase, “Yet the Lord was pleased to crush Him severely,” 
and think it’s mean-spirited. But His pleasure is explained by the fact that Jesus’s 
suffering took place to justify the sinners whom He loved. What seemed harsh 
turned out to be the most gracious act. The servant’s suffering, pain, and death 
would function as a restitution offering, a sacrifice offered when there was a sin 
against the sacred things of God. The sins of God’s people are classified as those 
transgressions. Jesus’s willingness to suffer on our behalf results in our being 
restored to what was lost at the fall. 

	°Read Luke 1:33. How does the promise given in this verse reiterate 
and identify that the promises made in the Old Testament refer to the 
one true King, Jesus? 
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The ugliness of sin initiated the suffering of Christ. The servant’s suffering, pain, 
and death would function as a restitution offering, a sacrifice offered when there 
was a sin against the sacredness of God. The sins of God’s people are classified 
as such transgressions. Jesus’s willingness to suffer on our behalf results in our 
being restored to what was lost at the fall. It is important for us to realize that 
this was God’s “plan A.” The life the promised Messiah lived would not be an 
easy one. It would be filled with sorrow and grief, but the reward would be the 
salvation of our souls. 

	°Verse 11 speaks of the outcome. Who will be justified? 

	°How does verse 12 describe the final outcome? 

Verse 12 returns to the theme that began the beginning of the poem. The suffering 
of the servant will turn to exaltation and never ending glory. Jesus’s suffering 
culminated in the crucifixion but resulted in the resurrection. 

The gospel teaches that we are more sinful than we could ever imagine but more 
loved than we could ever know. The suffering of the promised Messiah has 
brought us peace with God and has given Him the right to be exalted over every 
ruler on earth and in heaven (Philippians 2:9-11).
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A P P L I C AT I O N                  
	° Are you more willing to receive Jesus as Ruler and King than as 
suffering servant? What does that teach you about your faith? Why 
must you receive Him as both?

	° What are some ways we can serve one another in this group or in our 
community?

	° How does being both a ruler and a servant make Jesus uniquely 
qualified to save us? What might it look like to explain these truths to a 
new or growing believer? 

P R A Y                                                                                                                                         
Praise God for His tangible love found in Jesus. Thank God that the exalted ruler 
of the universe was also the humble baby in the manger. Pray that you would 
follow Jesus’s example of sacrificial service to others, particularly during this 
Advent season. Praise God that you worship a King who gave Himself as a servant.
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