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P R E PA R AT I O N   
>   Spend the week reading through and studying John 18:1-27. 

Consult the commentary provided and any additional study 
tools (such as a concordance or Bible dictionary) to enhance 
your preparation. 

>  Determine which discussion points and questions will work 
best with your group.

>   Pray for your pastors, the upcoming group meeting, your 
teaching, your group members, and their receptivity to 
the study.

H I G H L I G H T S  
  
TAKEAWAY: JESUS WILLINGLY WENT TO THE CROSS, 
EVEN AS HE WAS ABANDONED BY HIS CLOSEST 
FRIENDS.

WHY IT’S IMPORTANT: EVEN IN THE MIDST OF A 
HORRIBLE BETRAYAL AND ARREST, JESUS BROUGHT 
HOPE AND HEALING.

GOSPEL CONNECTION: WE HAVE ALL DENIED JESUS 
LIKE PETER AND YET HE STILL WILLINGLY PAID THE 
PENALTY FOR OUR SINS.
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Notes:

I N T R O D U C T I O N
As your group time begins, use this section to help get the 
conversation going. 

1 When you were in high school, where did you and 
your friends go to get away from the “harassment” 
of parents and other adult authority figures? Who 
were the friends you went there with?

2 What was the situation the last time someone 
came looking for you (i.e. you did something 
wrong at work, someone needed help, someone 
was angry, etc.)?

3 When was the last time you lashed out at 
someone but regretted it later? What happened?

After Jesus prayed for the protection and unity of His disciples, 
they faced a serious threat to both. Jesus had taught out in 
the open in Jerusalem, but He was never arrested because the 
authorities were afraid of the reaction of the crowds around 
Him. So Judas led them to the Garden of Gethsemane, where 
they could arrest Him at night without the crowds around. In 
today’s lesson, we’ll examine the events surrounding Jesus’ 
arrest that eventually led to His suffering and death for 
our salvation.
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U N D E R S TA N D I N G   
Unpack the biblical text to discover what Scripture says or 
means about a particular topic.

> HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ JOHN 18:1-11.

	° What do you think you would have been feeling 
had you been one of the disciples with Jesus at the 
time of His arrest (i.e. fear, anger, disappointment, 
etc.)?

	° Why did John point out that Jesus knew what 
would happen to Him (v. 4)? How does this change 
the impact of what happened to Jesus?

	° Why do you think the soldiers drew back and fell 
to the ground when Jesus identified Himself (i.e. 
reverence, fear, expectation of attack, other)?

	° What does it say to you that Jesus spoke up to 
protect His disciples? When were the words spoken 
that are quoted in verse 9?

This petition on the disciples’ behalf is unique to John. It 
shows that even in his hour of need, Jesus was thinking of 
the welfare of His followers. It also shows that the disciples 
were in danger of arrest because of their association with 
Jesus. This is evident from other stories in John, such as 
Peter’s denial (see 18:15-27) and the disciples’ hiding behind 
locked doors after the crucifixion (see 20:19). Verse 9 refers 
to John 6:39 and 17:12.

	° What is the “cup” that Jesus referred to? Why was it 
necessary that He take it? 
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	° What enemy have you been tempted to strike 
violently against, as Peter struck against the high 
priest’s servant? What do you think Jesus would 
say to you if you were to do so?

Jesus used the refusal to meet force with force as a sign of 
the true nature of His kingdom. In Matthew’s account, Jesus 
said, “Put your sword back in its place ... for all who draw the 
sword will die by the sword” (Matt. 26:52). Luke added that 
Jesus healed the servant’s ear (see 22:51).

In the Old Testament, drinking “the cup” was sometimes a 
symbol of experiencing God’s judgment and wrath against 
sin. (See Ezek. 23:32-34; Hab. 2:16.) This use of the metaphor 
reminds us Jesus Himself would bear God’s judgment against 
the sins of the people.

> ASK A VOLUNTEER TO READ JOHN 18:15-27.

	° With whom do you identify most strongly in this 
story: Peter, the “other disciple”, Jesus, or one of 
Peter’s accusers? Why?

	° Why did Peter and the other disciple follow Jesus 
after He was arrested? What were they hoping 
to accomplish?

	° Why did Peter deny that he was one of the 
disciples? What was he afraid of? Why do you think 
the “other disciple” wasn’t similarly questioned?

Peter was one of the first men Jesus called to be His 
disciple, along with Peter’s brother Andrew. (See Matt. 4.) 
During Jesus’ three years of earthly ministry, Peter was 
present for some of the most miraculous moments, like the 
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transfiguration. (See Luke 9:28-36.) Peter exhibited great 
faith—like the time he stepped out of the boat to walk on water 
(see Matt. 14:22-33)—and was one of Jesus’ best friends.

Even though Peter denied knowing Jesus, it is clear that he 
loved Jesus. Peter loved Jesus enough to go to Caiaphas’ 
house, just not enough to stand with Him. Peter’s answer to 
his questioners was a sharp “I am not!” Since John focused 
repeatedly on the affirmations of Jesus as “I am,” the contrast 
is very striking. The denial was especially significant in light 
of Peter’s earlier forceful statement that he would be willing 
to die for Jesus (see Luke 22:33) and his acknowledgment 
of Jesus as the Messiah (see Luke 9:20). When Jesus was 
present, Peter was filled with boldness. But when he was 
alone and challenged, Peter lost his courage and betrayed 
his Messiah.

	° What point was Jesus making to the high priest 
in verses 20-21? Why might the high priest not 
want to question those who heard Jesus teach in 
the temple?

	° What is the significance of the fact that Peter was 
asked about his association with Jesus at the same 
time that Jesus himself was being interrogated? 
How do the two compare in how they dealt with 
their interrogators?

	° Why is it significant that the last interrogator 
of Peter was a relative of the man whose ear 
Peter had cut off? How would that affect Peter’s 
motivation to tell the truth?

	° How would you respond if someone were to ask, 
“What good would it have done at this point for 
Peter to admit he was a follower of Christ?” 
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Betraying Jesus goes beyond saying we don’t know Him. 
We betray Jesus when we have an opportunity to speak up 
for Him but fail to do so. We betray Jesus through ungodly 
speech, unethical actions, and when we compromise godly 
standards to go along with the crowd. When Peter heard the 
rooster crow, he realized what he had done and responded 
by weeping bitterly. He was truly grieved over his sin, as we 
should be too.

At the same time Peter denied Jesus because of his fear, 
Jesus was holding true to His message in spite of violence 
and threats. What Jesus proclaimed as true, He stood by. 
He did not waver when one of the most politically powerful 
men of his society accused, struck, and threatened him. That 
Jesus showed this kind of courage reveals that the one we 
proclaim as Lord was not intimidated by pain and death. He 
was not intimidated because He knew God would give Him 
the victory over these forces. And the good news is that we 
can have the same victory if we put our faith in Him.
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A P P L I C AT I O N                  
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture 
passage apply directly to their lives.

	° What season are you experiencing in your spiritual 
life right now: the warmth of summer, the dead of 
winter, the new life of spring, or the changes of fall? 
Explain.

	° What are some situations where you’re tempted to 
handle conflicts by “striking with the sword”? How 
does today’s passage speak to you about that?

	° What “enemies” seem to be “coming for you”? How 
can this group help you in prayer concerning them?

P R A Y                                                                                                                                         
Praise Jesus this week for His commitment to the will of God. 
Thank Him for remaining strong, despite the temptations He 
faced. Ask God to continue to open your heart to appreciate 
the greatness of Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross.
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F O L L O W  U P     
Midway through this week, send a follow-up email to your group 
with some or all of the following information: 

>  Questions to consider as they continue to 
reflect on what they learned this week: 

	° In what context do you have the hardest time admitting 
you are a follower of Jesus Christ? 

	° What makes it difficult for you?

 >  A note of encouragement, following up on 
any specific prayer requests mentioned 
during your group gathering.

> The challenge to memorize John 18:11.

>  The text for next week’s study, so group members can 
read it in anticipation of next weekend: John 18:28-40.
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J O H N  1 8 : 1 - 2 7

18:1–3. As he told his story, John wanted us to see that 
Jesus hid from no one. The availability of the fugitive 
became obvious, since we learn that Jesus had visited this 
garden often with his disciples. Certainly Judas would 
have known it well.

In the fulfillment of prophecy and surely the clear 
anticipation by Jesus, Judas brought quite an entourage—
certainly no fewer than two hundred soldiers (the word 
detachment is speira) and the “big wigs” from among the 
chief priests and Pharisees. Picture them entering that 
quiet sanctuary with their torches, lanterns and weapons.

One wonders at this strange group that went out to meet 
Jesus. At first it looked like the usual religious antagonists 
and their uniformed guard. But the phrase a detachment 
of soldiers added a Roman group to this advance party 
in the garden. Bruce reminds us, “The fact that Roman 
troops were there as well as temple police implies that the 
Jewish authorities had already approached the military 
command, probably indicating that they expected armed 
resistance to the officers. That it was the Jewish authori-
ties and not the Romans who took the initiative is shown 
by the fact that, after the arrest, the Jewish authorities 
were allowed to take Jesus into their custody. When 
Judas is described as ‘taking’ the cohort and the police to 
the place, all that is meant is that he acted as their guide” 
(Bruce, p. 340).

18:4–9. John also wanted us to see that Jesus controlled 
this night. His response to the events was different than 
the reaction of the guards. Notice Judas came with them, 
electing almost total allegiance to those who could make 
him richer. We can hardly imagine what caused the guards 
to draw back and fall down. A miracle? The repetition of 
that familiar I am closely linked to the Lord God of the 
Old Testament? Parallel passages in the other Gospels 
(Matt. 26:36–46; Mark 14:32–42; Luke 22:39–46) do 
not help us much. This mob of armed officials displayed 
greater fear than the victim they were looking for.
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Twice Jesus asked the same question; twice he received 
the same answer. He surrendered himself and released the 
Eleven. John’s commentary reviewed 6:39, again fulfilling 
the prophecy that Jesus would lose none of those true 
believers whom the Father had given him. Throughout 
this Gospel we see reminders that Jesus died for us, what 
theologians call substitutionary (vicarious) atonement 
(1:29; 3:14–16; 10:11, 15–18; 12:32; 17:19).

In verse 9 John offered another of his famous hermeneu-
tical helps. He told us how Jesus requested the release of 
the disciples and then emphasized that this happened 
because of the prophecy of John 6:39. Surely it would 
have been easy to take Jesus’ words purely in the physical 
realm. After all, he was the one they sought; let the other 
disciples escape. But not John. He saw the clear spiritual 
connection. Bruce puts it this way:

But in Jesus thus stepping to the front and shielding the 
disciples by exposing himself, John sees a picture of the 
whole sacrifice and substitution of Christ. This figure of 
his Master moving forward to meet the swords and staves 
of the party remains indelibly stamped upon his mind as 
the symbol of Christ’s whole relation to his people. That 
night in Gethsemane was to them all the hour and power 
of darkness; and in every subsequent hour of darkness 
John and the rest see the same divine figure stepping to 
the front, shielding them and taking upon himself all the 
responsibility. It is thus Christ would have us think of 
him—as our friend and protector, watchful over our inter-
ests, alive to all that threatens our persons, interposing 
between us in every hostile event (Bruce, pp. 268–69).

18:10–11. Peter displayed admirable courage and loyalty 
but poor aim. He was a fisherman, not a swordsman. John 
did not record the healing of the ear, a detail reported by 
Luke. John’s only reference to Jesus’ final prayer came at 
the end of verse 11. We read more detail in Matthew 26, 
Mark 14, and Luke 22.

Why did John not include more garden narrative as 
the other Gospels did? The answer seems to lie in his 
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purpose—to focus on the words of Jesus, thereby showing 
him as the Son of God rather than detailing history of his 
life incident by incident. The last phrase of this section is 
important for us, since the rhetorical question gives the 
motive for Jesus’ behavior on this occasion. The Father 
has given a cup of suffering and death. The Son, in obedi-
ence and subjection, will drink it.

18:12–14. We will bypass these three verses at this point 
since John introduces Annas and Caiaphas, focusing on 
Annas in verses 19–24. But we can stop long enough to 
note that the garden contingent did not take Jesus to the 
high priest but to Annas, father-in-law of the high priest. 
This gave John one more opportunity to remind his 
readers of Caiaphas’s famous prophetic announcement of 
substitutionary atonement back in 11:49–50.

18:15–16. In John’s narrative it becomes necessary to pick 
up two different segments of text to understand Peter’s 
role on this fateful night. John first showed us how his 
friend was at the wrong place at the wrong time. The 
military and religious intruders had dismissed the eleven 
disciples, as Jesus asked. But Peter and another disciple 
followed their Lord and his captors. Almost every repu-
table scholar agrees this second disciple was John himself. 
His family had ties to the priesthood through Salome 
and Elizabeth. His influence allowed both men into the 
courtyard.

18:17–18. The girl at the door asked what appears to be a 
rhetorical question, calling for a simple negative response. 
Peter took the bait and joined the crowd around the fire 
(anthrakian), probably made of charcoal. John told the 
story straight: Peter also was standing with them. Having 
followed too far behind, he now joined a group of the 
Lord’s enemies. Leon Morris puts it well: “This was the 
last place where one might expect to find one of Jesus’ 
followers” (Morris, p. 759).

18:25–27. Once again we do a bit of juggling in the text 
to get the Peter segment all together. Notice how the first 
two questions were rhetorical, “Surely you are not another 
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of his disciples?” And the third got more personal, Didn’t I 
see you with him in the olive grove?

We have already seen this in verse 17, but here it is again. 
Warming himself at an alien fire, Peter heard the same 
kind of question and he gave the exact same answer. But 
the heat increased (someone has said that Peter’s ministry 
career could be summarized in three stages—at the fire, 
under fire, and on fire). This time a relative of the servant 
whom Peter had wounded got too specific for comfort: 
Didn’t I see you with him in the olive grove?

For the third time Peter denied Christ, and the prophetic 
rooster began to crow (13:38). One legend that grew up 
around this event indicates that wherever Peter went for 
years after this night, people would make the sound of a 
rooster to harass and humiliate him.

Theologians and interpreters argue for endless pages 
about how many rooster crowings the Bible records. The 
prediction is quoted in all four Gospels (Matt. 26:34, 75; 
Mark 14:30, 72; Luke 22:34, 61; John 13:38). From the 
available information, some have suggested three denials 
before one crowing of the rooster, but a variety of other 
numbers have been put forth as well. We should not get 
caught up in that kind of banter, since the gist of the inci-
dent indicates a threefold betrayal before a rooster began 
to crow.

No serious scholar believes that God miraculously manip-
ulated this rooster to crow at this particular time. This 
is a general time notation for early morning, similar to 
our common observation, “getting up with the chickens.” 
Before the night was over, before the roosters began their 
morning announcements, Peter denied Jesus three times.

18:19–21. While Peter stood by the fire, Jesus was taken to 
Annas, the godfather and power behind the high priestly 
throne. His residence was close to the wall on the south 
side of Jerusalem. He had served as high priest from a.d. 
6 to 15, and then in predominant nepotism watched four 
sons and a son-in-law (Caiaphas) hold the office. John 
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remembered one good point about Caiaphas: he predicted 
the substitutionary atonement of Jesus (11:49–50).

In verses 19–24, Jesus asked two key questions while 
being questioned himself. Although John does not men-
tion blasphemy in this paragraph, Annas tried to establish 
subversion and revolution on the part of Jesus. But Jesus 
emphasized the openness of his ministry and asked, Why 
question me?

There was a good bit of switching from house to house as 
Annas sent Jesus to Caiaphas and Caiaphas then sent him 
to Pilate. Interpreters find a bit of a curiosity regarding 
the number of bindings, although that is not the central 
point of the passage from John’s viewpoint. Godet tries 
to clear it up: “Jesus had undoubtedly been unbound 
during the examination; after this scene, Annas causes 
him to be bound again, in order to send him to the house 
of Caiaphas. Probably he was unbound a second time 
during the session of the Sanhedrin. This explains why 
in Matthew 27:2 and Mark 15:1, he is bound anew at the 
time of leading him away to Pilate” (Godet, p. 362).

18:22–24. What a lesson these verses contain. Christianity 
is not a secret sect or a covert cult. Jewish law prohibited 
self-incrimination (a precursor to the Fifth Amendment). 
If Annas wanted to find out what Jesus had been teaching, 
hundreds of people could verify his message. For his 
defense, Jesus received a blow on the face. Whether 
this was ordered by Annas or not we do not know. The 
Lord called for the appropriate application of Jewish law 
(calling defense witnesses first), and asked the second 
question, Why did you strike me?

John carried the narrative no further at this point, but 
showed us that Annas sent Jesus to his son-in-law 
Caiaphas, who would have occupied another office in the 
same building. 
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