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P R E PA R AT I O N   
>   Spend the week reading through and studying John 14:1-14. 

Consult the commentary provided and any additional study 
tools (such as a concordance or Bible dictionary) to enhance 
your preparation. 

>  Determine which discussion points and questions will work 
best with your group.

>   Pray for your pastors, the upcoming group meeting, your 
teaching, your group members, and their receptivity to 
the study.

H I G H L I G H T S  
  
TAKEAWAY: JESUS TOLD HIS FOLLOWERS THAT HE 
IS THE WAY, THE TRUTH, AND THE LIFE.

WHY IT’S IMPORTANT: IF WE TRULY BELIEVE JESUS 
IS THE ONLY WAY TO GOD, WE WILL FAITHFULLY 
PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL.

GOSPEL CONNECTION: JESUS IS THE ONLY WAY TO A 
RESTORED RELATIONSHIP WITH THE FATHER.
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Notes:

I N T R O D U C T I O N
As your group time begins, use this section to help get the 
conversation going. 

1 Have you done the greatest thing you will ever do, 
or have you yet to do the greatest thing you will 
ever do? Explain.

2 What great things have you seen God do in 
the past? What do you hope to see Him do in 
the future? 

In the first century, Jews likely thought their best days were 
behind them. A foreign government occupied their land. 
They had little authority, and yet they looked for a Messiah 
to redeem them. When Jesus came on the scene, He didn’t fit 
neatly into their idea of who the Christ should be, so they kept 
looking. But Jesus came as the way, the truth, and the life, and 
He told them their best days were still ahead. There was more 
to be done. 

U N D E R S TA N D I N G   
Unpack the biblical text to discover what Scripture says or 
means about a particular topic.

> HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ JOHN 14:1.

The fourteenth chapter of John’s Gospel continues what 
some Bible scholars designate as Jesus’ farewell discourses 
or speeches. (See John 13–17.) Anticipating the sorrow His 
disciples would experience at His departure, Jesus offered 
a message of comfort and consolation to enable them to 
live confidently.

	° What in Jesus’ ministry might have caused His 
disciples’ hearts to be “troubled”? What troubles 
your heart? 
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Notes:

	° What does it mean to trust Jesus? What strengthens 
your trust in Jesus? 

Trusting Jesus is far more than religious sentimentality. It 
is a radical confidence and dependence on Him regardless of 
our circumstances. One of the most important lessons we can 
learn is to trust Jesus no matter what troubles we encounter. 
For reasons known best to Him, the Lord chooses to develop 
His people’s character in the university of adversity. He shapes 
and molds His followers in the valleys of affliction and in the 
lowlands of tribulation.

Jesus knew the disciples already were anxious and frightened. 
He previously had warned that Peter would deny Him. 
(See John 13:38.) A mood of uncertainty and worry filled the 
disciples’ hearts. The statement, “Let not let your hearts be 
troubled” also could be translated, “Stop letting your hearts be 
agitated.” The choice was either to remain in fear or to move 
forward in faith. Like these disciples, each one of us has the 
choice and the responsibility to rely on Jesus in tough times. 
Such reliance demonstrates a confident trust that He will 
fulfill His plan and purpose in each of our lives.

	° What is the relationship between Jesus’ first 
statement, “Let not your hearts be troubled,” with 
the second, “Believe in God; believe also in me”? 

The second statement Jesus made could also be translated, 
“Keep on believing in God! Keep on believing in Me!” Jesus 
made a direct connection between Himself and God the Father. 
Belief in One is necessary for belief in the Other. He wanted 
the disciples to see that faith in Him is indistinguishable from 
faith in God. To trust Jesus is to put our trust in God. 
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> HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ JOHN 14:2-7.

Jesus assured the anxious disciples with the promise of heaven. 
Notice that He identified heaven as “my Father’s house.” In the 
New Testament, heaven is variously described as a kingdom, a 
city, a country, and a home. Verse 2 emphasizes the intimate 
fellowship of being in the Father’s presence. The joy of heaven 
is not merely everlasting life but fellowship with the all-loving, 
all-wise, all-holy Father. How did Jesus know this? Because He 
is the way to the Father.

	° What did Jesus mean in referring to Himself as the 
way? The truth? The life? 

	° What are some other ways people look to find life 
and truth? Where else have you looked? 

	° How would these truths have encouraged 
His disciples at that moment? How do they 
encourage you?

Jesus is the way, meaning He is the way into a relationship 
with God that leads to eternal life. He not only taught the way, 
demonstrated the way, and provided the way, He Himself is the 
way—the only way. The way is not a philosophy or a principle, 
but a Person.

Jesus is the truth. The expression emphasizes Jesus’ complete 
dependability and the saving truth of the gospel. Jesus is the 
single reliable source of redemptive revelation. Apart from 
Him there is no means of knowing God. Jesus’ whole life 
defined the reality of truth.

Jesus also is the life. No real life exists apart from Him. Jesus 
claimed that individuals are dead without Him. He is the Source 
and Giver of life and the Conqueror of death. Through Jesus, 
the very life of God is available to us—abundant, everlasting 
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life. As Jesus’ followers, we must share lovingly the reality that 
apart from Him there is no redemption, no everlasting life, no 
way to heaven. There is no salvation apart from faith in Jesus 
Christ. (See Acts 4:12.)

> HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ JOHN 14:8-14.

	° What did Jesus mean by the phrase, “I am in the 
Father and the Father is in me”? Why did Jesus 
highlight His essential unity with the Father so many 
times in this passage?

Jesus’ question to Philip recorded in verse 10 expected a “yes” 
answer. The essential unity between Jesus and the Father was 
so evident that Philip should have recognized that the words 
and works of the Son were the Father’s. Father and Son are 
one in nature and essence, and the word “living” points to a 
permanent relationship.

Philip and the disciples were called to believe Jesus as well as 
to believe in Him. The grounds of belief are two-fold: first is 
Jesus’ declaration, and second is the evidence of Jesus’ power. 
There is a call to recognize the miracles as signs pointing to 
Jesus’ deity. Believers have ample reason to be confident in 
Christ because His words reveal God’s truth and His works 
reveal God’s power.

	° What did Jesus mean when He said His disciples 
would do “greater things” (v. 12)? What did He 
not mean? 

	° The disciples would have been shocked by what 
Jesus said in verse 12. In what ways do we not take 
Jesus at His word today and limit the works He can 
do through us? 

	° What “greater works” have you seen God do in 
your life or in our church?  
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Jesus made an astounding promise. His introductory statement, 
“Truly, truly, I say to you,” is an expression designed to draw 
attention to what follows. Jesus promised that the person who 
believes in Him would accomplish the same works and even 
greater ones. The term “greater” is a quantitative comparison. 
In other words, the disciples would accomplish things that 
were greater in scope than what Jesus accomplished.

We should not think “greater” necessarily means more 
spectacular or more miraculous. After all, raising someone from 
the dead is about as spectacular and amazing as can be. During 
His ministry, Jesus restricted His travel to a small sector of the 
world. After His ascension, His disciples traveled throughout 
the Roman Empire spreading the gospel. Both in the number 
of conversions and the spread of the gospel, the early church 
did greater things through the power of the Holy Spirit whom 
Jesus had promised would come following His return to the 
Father. (See Acts 1:4-8.)
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A P P L I C AT I O N                  
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture 
passage apply directly to their lives.

	° Where would you like to seek growth in your trust 
in Jesus? 

	° What is one thing you are praying that we would 
see Jesus do in our community? How can we 
join you in your desire to see these things come 
to pass? 

	° Who are some people who do not believe Jesus is 
the way? What would it look like to share the true 
and living way with them? More specifically, who 
would be most open to hearing about Jesus even 
this week?

P R A Y                                                                                                                                         
Pray that your trust in Jesus would lead you to see the Father 
in His life and ministry and follow Him as the one true way 
to know God. Thank Jesus for showing you the way and ask 
Him to multiply His work among us because we can do nothing 
without Him. 
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F O L L O W  U P     
Midway through this week, send a follow-up email to your group 
with some or all of the following information: 

>  Questions to consider as they continue to 
reflect on what they learned this week: 

	° How often do you share the gospel with others? Is this 
a regular practice in your life? 

	° If not, what steps can you take to begin sharing the 
gospel with others more regularly?

 >  A note of encouragement, following up on 
any specific prayer requests mentioned 
during your group gathering.

> The challenge to memorize John 14:6.

>  The text for next week’s study, so group members can 
read it in anticipation of next weekend: John 14:15-31.
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J O H N  1 4 : 1 - 1 4

14:1. Troubled people need peace and affirmation. The 
problems of the disciples were as real as our problems. 
In fact, it is probably fair to say that most Christians are 
realists. From Scripture they recognize the reality of sin, 
the reality of evil in the world, the reality of deliverance 
from sin, and the reality of ultimate eternal life.

These disciples, good Jews, had already trusted in God 
and now Jesus asked them to trust in him. They had 
watched him feed five thousand people and bring Lazarus 
back from the dead, but now they must trust him not just 
for food or miracles, but with their lives.

Some question exists about the grammatical nature of 
the verbs rendered trust in this verse. The NIV offers the 
preferred translation with the verbs appearing in what 
Greek scholars would call an imperative/imperative pat-
tern. Rather than saying, “You have trusted in God so 
now trust in me,” or some similar phrase, both sections of 
the sentence offer a command.

14:2. Let us acknowledge at the beginning of this chapter 
that this portion of Scripture is not about huge build-
ings in heaven but about space. Lots of songs have been 
written to proclaim “mansions over the hilltop,” but Jesus 
simply told his disciples, “There’s room in heaven for you.”

But he also wanted to indicate that he would go ahead 
of them to do specific work—the preparation of heaven 
(14:2b). The New Testament teaches us we are pilgrims 
and wanderers in this world. We may own homes, and 
some of them may be huge and beautiful. But we do not 
belong here because we are not primarily citizens of this 
world. In heaven we will be where we really belong because 
Jesus has gone ahead to prepare a place for us.

The promise “I will come back” (v. 3) has been variously 
understood by interpreters. But in the context of death, 
ascension, and heaven, it seems difficult to arrive at any 
conclusion other than the second coming of Jesus. 
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14:3-4. Forget the mansions; what this passage talks 
about is the personal touch of the Savior. Count the times 
he says I or me in these two short verses, and you will 
come up with five. He wanted the disciples to trust him 
personally. It was not just preparation of a place in focus 
here, but the personal return of Jesus to take his own 
to heaven. This passage does not speak about levels of 
reward or big buildings in heaven. It promises the second 
coming of Jesus Christ. Did they really know the way? 
They should have known; it has been obvious in this book 
since chapter 3.

The setting of these verses centers on promise and peace. 
Jesus would take care of his disciples by making sure they 
could be with him in the Father’s presence. By this point 
in his ministry, they were expected to know the way to the 
place where I am going. 

14:5-7. Thomas was an honest follower though always the 
skeptic, so he was the first to ask, Lord, we don’t know 
where you are going, so how can we know the way? Jesus’ 
response is the key verse of the passage, memorized by 
Christians all around the globe. Jesus is the way—recon-
ciliation; Jesus is the truth—illumination; Jesus is the 
life—regeneration. This is the exclusive gospel. The New 
Testament knows nothing of universalism—the idea that 
God will find some way to save everybody. What could be 
clearer than Jesus’ words in verse 6, No one comes to the 
Father except through me.

Why did the disciples need all this talk about trusting 
Jesus? Why do we need it? Because like them, we do not 
know Jesus well enough; so we struggle to understand the 
Father. Repeatedly Jesus emphasized the link between 
the heavenly Father and the Son, but right up to the end 
the disciples did not get it—and we struggle with the con-
cept as well.

This is one of those places at which we would like to have 
audio aids for the Bible. What was Thomas’ tone of voice 
when he said this? Is he still the skeptic? The pessimist? 
The negative thinker? It would appear so, but we admire 
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his openness and vulnerability. The impact of Jesus’ 
answer echoes through the centuries to the present hour. 
He embodies the way to God, the truth about God, and 
the life in God. And if the disciples really knew him as 
they should, they would understand the inseparability 
between the Father and the Son.

This announcement in John 14:6 prepares the way for the 
author of Hebrews to write, “We have confidence to enter 
the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and 
living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his 
body” (Heb. 10:19-20).

14:8-11. Philip either did not understand his Old 
Testament well or he failed to link the Father and the Son. 
Or perhaps he was born in Missouri, the “show me” state. 
If Jesus could produce physical evidence of the Father, 
Philip claimed the disciples would finally be satisfied.

We must remember Jesus’ response. There is no dif-
ference between the Father and the Son; they are both 
God—equally powerful. Here again we find the theme 

“believing is seeing” that surfaced so clearly in 11:40. 
Notice Jesus’ emphasis on both words and work in verse 
10. Jesus’ words reflected his deity much more than his 
work did. The disciples had been fascinated by his work, 
but they had not listened carefully enough to his words. 
Almost in frustration, the Lord said, at least believe on 
the evidence of the miracles themselves.

What is God like? I once heard a sermon on this topic. 
The pastor talked on and on about God being like flowers, 
sunsets, the cry of a newborn baby, the beauty of a clear 
blue sky. Certainly, all those are part of God’s natural rev-
elation and therefore reflect him. But he never got to the 
bottom line: God is like Jesus Christ.

In actuality, Philip’s confusion is typical of the disciples 
throughout the first four books of the New Testament. 
The depth of theology in these discussions overwhelmed 
the disciples, probably until the coming of the Holy Spirit 
at Pentecost. Even Christians today who hold the entire 
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Bible and enjoy the illuminating power of the Holy Spirit 
struggle with the doctrine of the Trinity and oneness of 
the Father and the Son.

14:12. This is one of the most interesting verses in the 
Bible. Interpreters have pondered what Jesus meant by 
telling his disciples that they would do greater things than 
he, the Son of God, had done. But perhaps the best way to 
understand the verse is to take it literally, exactly as Jesus 
said it. Jesus’ earthly ministry was limited in time and 
space. He served the Father for three and one-half years 
and never outside the boundaries of Palestine. The disci 
ples, on the other hand, as Acts clearly attests, carried 
out ministry that was greater geographically, in terms of 
numbers of people reached and long-lasting effect.

We find a leadership principle here as well. All parents 
should be able to say to their children; all pastors should 
be able to say to their staffs; all leaders should be able 
to say to their followers: “You have the potential to do 
greater things than I have done.” To empower and develop 
followers whose ministry exceeds the impact of their 
mentors is to follow the model of Jesus.

14:13. In this verse we find one of the great prayer prom-
ises of the Bible that focuses first on the purpose of prayer. 
Jesus answers prayer in order to bring glory to the Father. 
Our praying, therefore, ought to be directed toward that 
goal and end. But we have to pause at the dramatic impli-
cations of words like whatever you ask and “ask me for 
anything” (v.14).

Perhaps a word of caution is in order here. No theology 
should be built from a single verse or even a handful of 
verses in the Bible. The Bible contains huge blocks of 
information on prayer, and this is one of them. Jesus 
had already taught the disciples much about prayer, and 
here we have only a final reminder, not everything that 
applies to the subject. Nevertheless, this promise of 
prayer we cannot ignore. In fact, what we see here is a 
New Testament formula of asking in the name of Jesus, 
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something new to the disciples though they would hear it 
again before Jesus finished his teaching.

Notice the similarity between this teaching and chapter 16: 
“In that day you will no longer ask me anything. I tell you 
the truth, my Father will give you whatever you ask in my 
name. Until now you have not asked for anything in my 
name. Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be com-
plete” (John 16:23-24).

14:14. Obviously, just saying “in Jesus’ name” creates no 
magic potion for prayer. The culture in which these words 
were spoken took names very seriously, so much so that 
they equated one’s name with the character, spirit, and 
power of that person. That is why the Jews never spoke 
the name of Yahweh.

Imagine a child playing in the middle of the street when 
her father arrives home from work. When he scolds her 
and calls her back to the yard immediately, she says, 

“Mommy told me I could play in the street; I’m out here 
in mommy’s name.” A ridiculous illustration, but it points 
out how often Christians do strange things and then claim 
they are behaving “in Jesus’ name.” Since Jesus’ name is 
always connected in some way with our prayers even if we 
do not speak those words, if we cannot ask in his name we 
should not ask at all.
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