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L I V I N G  W A T E R
STUDY GUIDE

JOHN 7:1-52                                    JUNE 6, 2021                            

H I G H L I G H T S  
  
TAKEAWAY: JESUS IS THE PROMISED 
ONE OF GOD WHO GIVES LIVING 
WATER TO THOSE WHO BELIEVE IN 
HIM.

WHY IT’S IMPORTANT: YOU MUST BE 
EMPTIED OF SIN TO DRINK OF JESUS.

GOSPEL CONNECTION: JESUS HAS PAID 
FOR OUR SIN SO THAT WE CAN HAVE 
THE WATER HE PROVIDES.
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I N T R O D U C T I O N
1 Where are you from? What are people from that country 

or region known for? Do you “fit the mold” of what people 
expect from those who are from this place?

2 In your family now, how often do you find that what you 
say is misunderstood? When was the last time people 
understood you to say something that was far different than 
you intended? What happened as a result?

The Gospel of John focuses not just on what Jesus did, but on who 
He was. Much of John 7 concerns people who were wrestling with the 
most crucial question of all: Was He indeed the Christ, the promised 
One of God? The people were divided in their opinions of Jesus for 
various reasons, including His place of origin and their expectations of 
the Messiah.

U N D E R S TA N D I N G   
> READ JOHN 7:1-24.

The Festival of Tabernacles was one of the three main feasts of the 
Jews, a week-long celebration and gathering for the Hebrew nation. In 
other words, it was a ready-made platform for Jesus to reveal Himself 
to the Jewish world if He so desired. Using that platform for political 
and/or personal gain seemed a good idea to Jesus’ brothers.

	°In what way could the brothers’ suggestion have seemed 
spiritual and right to those who were listening? 
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	°What did Jesus know about their motives that His brothers 
maybe didn’t even realize (v. 5)?

The brothers were right: No one who is seeking public recognition keeps 
his or her gifts a secret. They gain as many social media followers as 
they can. They try to make the best-seller list. They climb the ladder. 
They aim to serve on staff at a megachurch. They study and mimic 
what other gifted people before them have done. The problem was that 
Jesus wasn’t seeking public recognition. He was seeking to do the work 
the Father had sent Him to do. That’s it. His brothers’ focus was on 
Jesus, who they did or didn’t believe Him to be, and what they did or 
didn’t believe He could do. Jesus’ focus was different, and it affected 
how, when, and where He would do things.

	°Does it seem strange to you that Jesus kept some parts of 
His earthly ministry undercover? 

	°Would it seem strange to you for someone you know God has 
gifted for a certain task to want to stay out of the limelight? 
Why or why not?

Jesus’ brothers went to the festival, and then He went in secret 
without them. Their expectations did not fit with His calling. Their 
understanding did not grasp His teachings. To fulfill the calling God 
has placed on our lives, we must actively battle opposition and false 
expectations. Sometimes we’ll find opposition and false expectations 
among those who should know and act better.

	°What stands out to you from Jesus’ teaching at the festival?

	°How did He further reveal who He was through this teaching? 
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> READ JOHN 7:25-36.

	°What truths about Himself did Jesus proclaim in these verses? 
Describe some of the different ways people responded.

	°The people were divided over who Jesus was. What causes 
people today to be divided over who Jesus is? Are the issues 
the same or different? Explain.

Everyone who experienced Jesus’ earthly ministry knew He was a great 
teacher and healer. But Jewish history had seen many great teachers 
and many healers, too. The real question that needed to be answered 
about Jesus was, “Is He truly the Christ, the unique Prophet sent from 
God to save His people?”

	°When Jesus talked about where He was from 
(vv. 28–29), what did He mean? How is that different from 
what the people meant when they referred to where He was 
from?

	°What convinced those who put their faith in Jesus to make 
that decision? How does this compare to what convinced you 
to believe when you made your decision? 

	°Why did the Pharisees want to arrest Jesus? How did they 
misunderstand Jesus’ response to them?

In deciding how they would answer this question, there were two 
main issues: Was Jesus’ coming aligned with what Scripture said 
concerning how He would come and where He would come from? 
And, was He doing the kind of work Scripture said the Messiah would 
do? Those who rejected Jesus seemed to focus on the first question. 
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According to their understanding, Jesus  didn’t come from where He was 
supposed to come. Scripture said Jesus should come from Bethlehem, 
and this man, so they thought, came from Nazareth. Perhaps they were 
not committed enough to find the truth and check their assumptions 
about this.

> READ JOHN 7:37-52.

	°To what was Jesus referring when He talked about “rivers of 
living water” that will “flow from within” a person (v. 38)? Why 
is that an appropriate image?

	°Think back over the course of your life. What sources other 
than Jesus have you been drinking from to sustain you?

	°Why do you think we have the tendency to look to other 
sources when the living water of Jesus is available? What 
does that show us about our hearts?

	°How is it that these people misunderstood virtually everything 
Jesus said? What makes people more likely to understand 
spiritual truth? 

Those who put their faith in Jesus focused mostly on His works. They 
asked, “When the Messiah comes, will he perform more signs than this 
man?” (v. 31). Indeed, no one before or since has done the kinds of 
things Jesus did. But some people looked right past such signs. For 
them, what Jesus said in another context rang true: “If they do not 
listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if 
someone rises from the dead” (Luke 16:31).

	°Toward the end of this passage, what stopped the rulers from 
trying to arrest Jesus? 
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	°How do Nicodemus’s words in verse 51 show how he might 
have been affected from his earlier interaction with Jesus is 
John 3?

A P P L I C AT I O N                  
	°The crowd asked Jesus many questions in today’s story. What 
question would you ask Jesus if He appeared to you today?

	°How would you describe the “rivers of living water” in your 
life right now?

	°Who do you know who is as skeptical about Christ as the 
Pharisees in this story? How can the group pray for this 
person, that he or she might open his or her heart to Jesus? 
How might God use you in this process?

P R A Y                                                                                                                                         
Pray that God would increase your belief in Jesus as Savior and Lord. 
Pray for increased “rivers of living water” in your life, that your life 
might glorify Him and point others to the truth about Jesus.
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S E T  F R E E  B Y  J E S U S
STUDY GUIDE

JOHN 8:1-59                                                JUNE 13, 2021                              

H I G H L I G H T S  
  
TAKEAWAY: THE GRACE OF GOD 
IN CHRIST ALLOWS US TO FIND 
FORGIVENESS AND EMPOWERS US TO 
LIVE WITH HIM FREE OF SHAME.

WHY IT’S IMPORTANT: WE EXPERIENCE 
SHAME FOR OUR SIN, BUT JESUS HAS 
TAKEN AWAY OUR SHAME.

GOSPEL CONNECTION: JESUS REMOVED 
OUR SHAME BY PAYING FOR OUR SINS 
ON THE CROSS.
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I N T R O D U C T I O N
1 What is your earliest memory of asking someone else for 

forgiveness or having someone ask you for forgiveness? 
How did it feel to be forgiven? How did it feel to forgive?

2 Has your perspective on forgiveness changed as you’ve 
gotten older? How so?

True forgiveness is a precious gift. When we humbly ask for forgiveness 
and receive it, it brings a greater intimacy and freedom into the 
relationship than ever before. Today’s study introduces us to a woman 
who was caught breaking God’s law and was shamed by the public. 
When the religious leaders brought her before Jesus, He offered her 
grace, forgiving her sins, liberating her from the law and shame, and 
setting her free to live for the glory of God.

U N D E R S TA N D I N G   
> READ JOHN 8:1-11.

The scribes and Pharisees were among the recognized religious 
authorities of that day. Scribes were experts in biblical law. That included 
the Scriptures and the rabbinical interpretations that comprised the 
oral traditions religious Jews sought to follow. The Pharisees were 
known for their dedication to observing all the biblical laws and oral 
traditions. These two groups represented the pillars of the religious 
community and the guardians of established morality.

	°Do you think the scribes and Pharisees were sincere about 
the need to punish the woman? Why or why not? Who else 
should they have presented for punishment? 
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	°What was the Pharisees’ goal in bringing the adulterous 
woman to Jesus?

The scribes and Pharisees’ aim was to discredit Jesus and bring Him 
into conflict with the Roman authorities. In bringing the guilty woman 
before Jesus, the religious leaders were not acting from a love for God, 
for purity, or for justice. They certainly had no love for the woman. To 
them, she was simply a weapon to use against Jesus. So on the one 
hand, if Jesus advocated stoning the woman, the trap perhaps was to 
accuse Him of advocating a death sentence in violation of Roman law. 
In that scenario, the scribes and Pharisees hoped the authorities would 
arrest and even execute Jesus. This woman was being used as a pawn 
by the religious leaders, yet Jesus would turn the table on them by 
asking a simple question and offering this woman grace.

	°How did Jesus answer the scribes and Pharisees?

	°How did Jesus’ answer to the crowd reveal the accusers’ 
problems?

	°Why do you think the older men left first?

Jesus finally said, “Let any one of you who is without sin be the first 
to throw a stone at her.” When they heard this, they left one by one, 
starting with the older men. Jesus could have used the phrase “without 
sin” to mean any kind of sin, but in this context it seems more likely He 
meant the sin of adultery. This does not necessarily mean the accusers 
committed adultery in the flesh, for adultery is not only a sin of the 
flesh but also a sin of the heart. (See Matt. 5:28.) The main thing to 
recognize is that in stating “Let any one of you who is without sin be 
the first to throw a stone at her,” Jesus was effectively introducing 
grace to the woman, freeing her from shame and condemnation.
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	°What do you think the woman was feeling when it was just 
her and Jesus?

	°What did Jesus say to her? How did Jesus’ words empower 
the woman?

Jesus said two intensely significant things to her. These two things 
are closely connected and both are vitally important: 1) “Neither do 
I condemn you.” God has pronounced a spiritual death penalty on all 
sins and that penalty has not been revoked. Jesus was showing that 
God is more interested in converting sinners than in condemning them. 
2) “Go now and leave your life of sin.” This command destroys any 
misunderstanding about Jesus’ attitude toward sin in general and the 
sin of adultery in particular. He neither excused the woman’s behavior 
nor gave her license to continue her sinful ways. Rather, He gave her 
an opportunity to make a new start. He invited her to repentance and 
faith. He empowered her to live with God and others free of shame.

> READ JOHN 8:12-20.

When Jesus made this statement and had the following conversation 
with the Pharisees, He was likely standing in the Court of Women 
under the vast glow of the great lighting fixtures that lit up the great 
court and surrounding areas. It was a light that many could see a great 
distance from the temple.

	°Since Jesus is the “light of the world,” what does that imply 
about the world? What does it imply about you?

	°What is light’s affect on darkness? How does darkness 
respond to light?

	°Read John 3:19-21. How do John’s words in that passage 
speak into Jesus’ teaching in John 8:12? 
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If Jesus is the “light of the world,” then the world resides in darkness 
(us included). Anyone that is drawn to Jesus the light comes purely as 
a gracious gift of God, for evil flees the light.

	°Did the Pharisees at least partially understand Jesus’ 
statement (v. 13)? Why or why not?

	°On what basis do the Pharisees assert that Jesus’ statement 
is not true?

Under Jewish law, when testimony was given in the law court, a suspect 
could be convicted only on the basis of the testimony of at least two 
witnesses whose testimony naturally had to agree. In other words, 
any witness had to have corroboration. Therefore, the Pharisees were 
discounting Jesus’ testimony about Himself on the grounds that there 
was no corroborating witness.

> READ JOHN 8:31-36.

	°According to this passage, what does a servant of God do? 
What about those who are servants of sin?

	°What is God’s goal for us (v. 36)?

	°Why is freedom from the bondage of sin important? 

	°What might be a standard for measuring your growth in 
freedom? 
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God’s intention is for us to be free from this world’s mindset. In doing 
that, we become bound to His mindset—the mind of Christ—and are 
free from the bonds of Satan and of sin. When we are in bondage, our 
attention is on our lusts, loyalties, ambitions, grudges, and other things 
that bind us to the world. Christ’s freedom within us assists us in being 
attentive to God, His Word, prayer, and His voice. Christ’s freedom also 
changes our habits (from being careless to Spirit-ruled), our loyalties 
(from being scattered to being prayerful), our relationships (from self-
serving to God-serving), and our prejudices. If prejudices exist in our 
hearts, it’s an indication that we do not trust the sovereignty of God to 
work in everyone’s life. Because God is sovereign, no prejudice of any 
kind can exist in our hearts.

	°Think back on the woman at the beginning of today’s study. 
How did Jesus both set her free and also call her to live in 
that freedom? 
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A P P L I C AT I O N                  
	°Why do you think people who know Jesus’ forgiveness might 
still somehow feel condemnation?

	°The discipline of confession is important, both personally and 
as a group. How can we do better to incorporate confession 
into our community of faith? How would it benefit us as 
individuals?

	°Considering our call as believers entrusted with the gospel 
message, how should knowing that we are completely 
forgiven change the way we live each day? 

P R A Y                                                                                                                                         
Lead your group in prayer, thanking God for His forgiveness. Thank 
God for restoring us through the work of Jesus. Pray that when you 
feel shame, you will look to Scripture and to Jesus to receive power. 
Pray for those at our church who are dealing with shame and loneliness. 
Pray that they would find peace and restoration in Christ.
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R E S T O R E D  S I G H T  A N D  S P I R I T U A L  B L I N D N E S S
STUDY GUIDE

JOHN 9:1-41                                  JUNE 20, 2021                          

H I G H L I G H T S  
  
TAKEAWAY: JESUS PERFORMED A 
MIRACLE AND RESTORED SIGHT TO 
MAN WHO WAS FORMERLY BLIND. 
WHILE THE NEIGHBORS DISCUSSED 
WHAT JESUS DID, THE PHARISEES 
DENIED THE MIRACLE AND THE MAN’S 
PARENTS DEFLECTED RESPONSIBILITY. 
THE MAN OBEYED JESUS AND 
DECLARED WHAT JESUS HAD DONE 
FOR HIM. 

WHY IT’S IMPORTANT: WHILE SOME 
DISCUSS AMONG THEMSELVES AND 
OTHERS BECOME DIVIDED AGAINST ONE 
ANOTHER, OUR OBEDIENCE BECOMES A 
PLATFORM FROM WHICH THE WORKS OF 
GOD ARE DISPLAYED. 

GOSPEL CONNECTION: OUR SPIRITUAL 
BLINDNESS IS HEALED THROUGH THE 
POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT TO SEE THE 
TRUTH ABOUT JESUS.
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I N T R O D U C T I O N
1 Think of the person you know who is most ardently against 

Christianity? How did you come to know this person?

2  What would you say is their biggest issue with Christianity?

3 Have you ever tried to respond to their concerns? If so, how 
did that go?

Whether they find the Bible implausible or Christians uncompassionate, 
or cannot allow themselves to believe there would be one way to heaven, 
all the reasons people deny Jesus come down to one basic sin: disbelief. 
All who deny Christ, for any and all reasons stem from this same 
sin. Their hearts and minds are too hard to see what Jesus has done 
and respond with obedience, repentance, and faith. Of course, these 
problems are not new, they have existed since Jesus’ earthly ministry. 
In John Chapter 9, Jesus healed a man who had been blind since birth. 
Instead of seeing the work Jesus did, everyone around the man denied 
this healing could have been done by Jesus. All Jesus does, He does so 
we may believe in and worship Him. 
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U N D E R S TA N D I N G   
> READ JOHN 9:1-12.

	° Why did the disciples assume the man’s blindness was the 
result of some sin on his parents’ part?

	°For what purpose did Jesus say this man was actually born 
blind?

In Jewish tradition, people assumed that individuals born with physical 
ailments suffered because of sin in the lives of their parents. The 
disciples were merely reflecting the views of their culture, but Jesus 
saw this man’s condition differently. Jesus said this man had been 
born blind to prepare him for such a time that the works of God may 
be displayed through him. Jesus was about to help this long-suffering 
man and show him the power of God. 

	°How do Jesus’ words in verse 3 affect your perception of 
your own suffering?

	°Re-read verses 6-7. How did Jesus use common things to 
accomplish His uncommon purpose in this man? Why did He 
used mud and saliva?

	°Did Jesus need to use these elements? How else could Jesus 
have healed the man? How had He healed others? 

All that was needed for Jesus to heal this man was a command. As we’ve 
seen in this series, Jesus speaks and the wind and waves obey. In John 
Chapter 5, Jesus healed a lame man simply by speaking. But that is 
not how Jesus chose to heal this man. Rather, He used mud and saliva 
and touched the man, as if He were re-creating Him. John’s gospel 
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features several parallels to the garden of Eden, and Jesus’ activity here 
is reminiscent of when God formed man through personal touch using 
the dirt of the ground.

	°How did the neighbors respond when they saw the man had 
been healed?

	°Why do you think they refused to believe the man when he 
said Jesus healed Him? Why do you think some people are 
more interested in talking about Jesus than obeying Him or 
believing Him?  

The man’s neighbors were more interested in discussing Jesus than 
believing in Him. They found the man’s testimony about Jesus 
unsatisfactory, so they sought the Pharisees’ help. Skepticism was 
easier for them than belief. Too often, we feel like we need to know 
before we can obey, but in God’s economy, the opposite is often true: 
We must obey before we understand why God acts the way He does.

	°Has there ever been a time when you had to obey before you 
understood? Explain. 

> READ JOHN 9:13-34.

	°Why did John note that this miracle occurred on the Sabbath? 
Why was this detail important?

	°Why did the Pharisees deny Jesus’ involvement in this 
miracle? Why were they so angry? 

	°What did the formerly blind man see that the Pharisees 
missed? 
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The interaction between the formerly blind man and the Pharisees 
could not be more ironic. Although he had once been physically blind, 
he could now see. More importantly, he could see Jesus for who He was: 
the Messiah. The Pharisees could not see God’s work because of their 
rigid and legalistic interpretation of God’s law. Denying the miracle 
was easier for them than accepting that Jesus was a man of God. They 
knew only God can restore sight to a blind person, so admitting Jesus 
had done this was essentially the same as admitting Jesus was God. 

	°What did it mean for the Pharisees to cast the man out of the 
synagogue?

	°Why did the man’s parents deflect what Jesus did?

The synagogue was the center of social life and regular worship for 
the Jews. To be cast out of the synagogue was to be cut off from your 
entire social network—your family, friends, everyone. The man’s 
parents wanted to avoid the same fate as their son, so they deflected 
their answers to him. The parents denied Jesus to save face with the 
popular and influential leaders of their society. The healed man alone 
gave credit where credit was due. 

	°How did the formerly blind man respond to the Pharisees’ 
question? How was His response different than his 
neighbors’, his parents’, and the Pharisees’?

Faced with an opportunity to deny Jesus and the work He had done in 
the man’s life, the formerly blind man declared what Jesus had done for 
him. Following Jesus cost this man his entire network of relationships. 
Even though the Pharisees had cast him out, he was not alone. Jesus 
was coming to find Him.
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> READ JOHN 9:35-41.

	°Why would Jesus seek this man after he had been cast out of 
the synagogue?

	°How did the man respond to learning that Jesus—the One 
who healed him—was the “Son of Man”?

	°Why was the man’s healing not the greatest miracle that day? 
What was the greatest healing? 

The spiritually blind Pharisees could not see beyond their devotion to 
their interpretation of the Law, even if it meant harming the poor and 
marginalized. But Jesus sought out the weak and suffering man. Jesus 
revealed Himself to the blind man and brought a greater miracle than 
the restoration of his sight. Jesus restored the blind man’s soul. 
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A P P L I C AT I O N                  
	°The blind man’s neighbors were more interested in talking 
about Jesus than believing in Jesus. Why must our belief 
in Jesus always turn into obedience of Jesus? What does it 
reveal about a person if they are interested in talking but not 
doing? Why are both necessary? 

	°How does spiritual blindness, like the Pharisees’, keep 
us from seeing Jesus for who He is and following Him in 
obedience? How do we guard against spiritual blindness in 
our own lives?

	°What story do you have to tell about how Jesus changed your 
life? How could you use something Jesus has done in your 
life to tell someone else about who Jesus is? 

P R A Y                                                                                                                                         
Thank Jesus for the healing He brings, and thank Him for healing you. 
Pray that Jesus’ healing in your life would not end with you, but rather 
you would faithfully share the story of how Jesus has changed your life 
with others. 
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T H E  G O O D  S H E P H E R D
STUDY GUIDE

JOHN 10:1-42                                               JUNE 27, 2021                             

H I G H L I G H T S  
  
TAKEAWAY: JESUS IS THE ONLY WAY 
TO SALVATION, AND HE LOVES AND 
CARES FOR HIS CHURCH.

WHY IT’S IMPORTANT: WE MUST KNOW 
JESUS’ VOICE AND FOLLOW HIM IN 
ORDER TO AVOID THE SCHEMES OF OUR 
ENEMY, THE DEVIL. 

GOSPEL CONNECTION: JESUS, THE 
GOOD SHEPHERD, LAID DOWN HIS 
LIFE FOR THE SAKE OF HIS SHEEP, THE 
CHURCH.
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I N T R O D U C T I O N
1 What do you know about being a shepherd? How much do 

you know about the care of sheep? How do you suppose 
raising sheep differed in the first century from now?

2 What were the responsibilities of a first-century shepherd? 
In what ways does this example help us to relate to Jesus’ 
ministry to us? What might be a similar analogy from our 
culture?

Sheep were a major part of the economy in first-century Palestine, 
especially for the shepherds. Sheep provided food, clothing, and money. 
Needless to say, sheep were valuable and had to be well-guarded and 
cared for. Shepherds in the first century stayed with their sheep. They 
led them out to the pasture in the day, watched over them, and then 
led them back to safety at night. Shepherds could call their sheep, and 
they would come running like a well-trained dog. Shepherds knew 
everything about the sheep they cared for. Jesus said that He is a good 
shepherd. He cares for us and protects us, and we are valuable to Him. 
This illustration helps us to understand how devoted Jesus is to the 
care of His people.

U N D E R S TA N D I N G   
> READ JOHN 10:1-10.

	°What is the purpose of the sheep pen? If we, as believers, are 
in the sheep pen, what does that represent for us?

	°Who would the modern “thieves and robbers” be who enter 
“some other way”? How can they be identified? 
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	°Who is the doorkeeper in this illustration? Who might the 
doorkeepers in the church be?

It is hard to say exactly what Jesus meant by the “sheep pen,” other 
than to say it is a place of protection. If we are Christ’s, then He keeps 
us safe from robbers and thieves and predators who would seek to do 
us harm. In Psalm 23, David likened the Lord to a shepherd saying, 
“your rod and Your staff—they comfort me” (Ps. 23:4). The rod and 
staff could be weapons used to drive off predators who sought to harm 
the sheep. Jesus said that He will care for us like a good shepherd. He 
will watch over our souls, and He will keep those who would spiritually 
harm us at bay.

	°Why wouldn’t the sheep follow the voice of a stranger? Have 
you ever had a pet that would only come when you or a 
family member called him?

	°What was Jesus saying about the nature of discipleship when 
He said, “They will never follow a stranger” (v. 5)? Where can 
we learn to recognize the voice of Jesus?

If thieves and robbers weren’t enough, the sheep were also in danger 
from those who would lead them astray. Jesus said His sheep will hear 
His voice and follow Him. Shepherds were not like cowboys. Instead 
of driving the flock from behind, shepherds went out first, and the 
sheep followed their shepherd as he called them. Because the shepherd 
is with the flock every day, they know his voice and call, and they will 
only respond to him.

We learn to hear the voice of Jesus over the voice of the world by 
studying Scripture. In the Bible, we hear the voice of the Lord. The 
more we study and read it, the easier it is for us to discern how Jesus 
would have us act in situations in life and the easier it will be for us to 
judge right from wrong.
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	°Who is the thief that “comes only to steal and to kill and to 
destroy” (v. 10)? How does Jesus provide a more abundant 
life? How has Jesus made your life more abundant?

Jesus is the door to salvation because “Salvation is found in no one else, 
for there is no other name under heaven given to mankind by which 
we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). Anyone or any religion that claims to 
get people into heaven except by Jesus Christ is simply a robber and a 
thief.

There are false teachers in the world who make a living by taking 
advantage of Jesus’s flock. They preach for their own profit, and they 
deceive people by making promises in God’s name that God Himself 
never made. Jesus is not like that. Jesus came for the benefit of His 
people, not to rob them of their possessions. Jesus came to give us life, 
not to steal it from us. Instead of taking advantage of the sheep, Jesus 
lays down His own life for their benefit.

Jesus said, “Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been 
pleased to give you the kingdom” (Luke 12:32). Jesus did not come 
to take advantage of us; He came to care for us. Our heavenly Father 
loves us, and He takes pleasure in giving us the kingdom. We can be 
confident in our lives and in our salvation because Jesus, the Good 
Shepherd, watches over us and protects us.

> READ JOHN 10:11-30.

	°What specific examples did Jesus give in this passage of His 
provision for His sheep?

	°What are the ways Jesus speaks to His sheep today? How do 
the sheep respond to the Good Shepherd? 
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The good shepherd is the one who loves the sheep enough to lay down 
his life for them. That’s how we know that Jesus is the Good Shepherd. 
And because we are certain He is good, we can trust Him to lead us in 
the right way. The flock hears the voice of Jesus through the Word of 
God as well as through the spiritual leadership of our pastors as they 
represent Jesus.

	°What characterizes a life satisfied in Christ?

	°What gives the Good Shepherd ownership of and total 
commitment to the sheep?

Christ has already proven His willingness to die so the “sheep” can live. 
He has already defeated the predator of our souls. He will not abandon 
us or run away for self-preservation. He is not obligated; He stays 
because He loves.

	°What did Jesus say about the sheep that belong to Him? 
Which of these is most important to you?

	°Why is it important to be known? Why can it be unsettling for 
Jesus to know us completely? How can we be comforted by 
the fact that we are known by Him?

	°Read John 10:30 again. How would you describe the 
relationship between the Son and the Father to someone 
unfamiliar with Christianity?

The line of questioning Jesus faced in John 10 is the same that would 
lead to His death. He clearly stated that He is God, which the Jewish 
religious leaders took to be blasphemous. But Jesus is the Messiah, the 
anointed Son of God, and our salvation is secure in Him.
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> READ JOHN 10:31-42.

	°Why did the Jews seek to stone Jesus in these verses?

	°How is this an ongoing theme in the Gospel of John? 

	°How does this give further evidence that the truth about 
Jesus is only seen by those to whom it has been revealed?

Once again, the Jews accused Jesus of blasphemy. Yet, Jesus stated 
clearly that He was doing the work of His Father and the evidence was 
found in the works He was doing. Still, the Jews spiritual blindness 
persisted, and they were unable to receive the truth. As those who have 
received spiritual sight and understanding through Jesus, we must 
seek to be familiar with His voice and to follow Him alone.
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A P P L I C AT I O N                  
	°How does it affect you to know that Jesus watches out for 
you every moment?

	°Have you spent enough time in God’s Word to recognize the 
voice of Jesus from the voice of the world? What are some 
ways we could learn to hear Christ more effectively?

	°If we realize that Satan, the great thief, has come to “steal and 
to kill and to destroy,” how might that move us to pray for our 
families and friends?

P R A Y                                                                                                                                         
Offer a time for group members to pray aloud. Thank the Lord for 
being our shepherd. Thank Him for opening our ears and eyes to hear 
and see the good things in His Word. Ask the Lord to deliver us, our 
families, and our friends from those who would harm the flock of 
Christ. Close by asking the Father to show others that Jesus is the only 
way to salvation.
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