
TEACHING PLAN

J U N E  2 7

Study of  John

2 1



T H E  G O O D  S H E P H E R D

JOHN 10:1-42                        JUNE 27, 2021                           TEACHING PLAN

P R E PA R AT I O N   
>   Spend the week reading through and studying John 10:1-42. 

Consult the commentary provided and any additional study 
tools (such as a concordance or Bible dictionary) to enhance 
your preparation. 

>  Determine which discussion points and questions will work 
best with your group.

>   Pray for your pastors, the upcoming group meeting, your 
teaching, your group members, and their receptivity to 
the study.

H I G H L I G H T S  
  
TAKEAWAY: JESUS IS THE ONLY WAY TO SALVATION, 
AND HE LOVES AND CARES FOR HIS CHURCH.

WHY IT’S IMPORTANT: WE MUST KNOW JESUS’ VOICE 
AND FOLLOW HIM IN ORDER TO AVOID THE SCHEMES 
OF OUR ENEMY, THE DEVIL. 

GOSPEL CONNECTION: JESUS, THE GOOD SHEPHERD, 
LAID DOWN HIS LIFE FOR THE SAKE OF HIS SHEEP, THE 
CHURCH.
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Notes:

I N T R O D U C T I O N
As your group time begins, use this section to help get the 
conversation going. 

1 What do you know about being a shepherd? How 
much do you know about the care of sheep? How 
do you suppose raising sheep differed in the first 
century from now?

2 What were the responsibilities of a first-century 
shepherd? In what ways does this example help 
us to relate to Jesus’ ministry to us? What might be 
a similar analogy from our culture?

Sheep were a major part of the economy in first-century 
Palestine, especially for the shepherds. Sheep provided food, 
clothing, and money. Needless to say, sheep were valuable 
and had to be well-guarded and cared for. Shepherds in the 
first century stayed with their sheep. They led them out to the 
pasture in the day, watched over them, and then led them back 
to safety at night. Shepherds could call their sheep, and they 
would come running like a well-trained dog. Shepherds knew 
everything about the sheep they cared for. Jesus said that He 
is a good shepherd. He cares for us and protects us, and we are 
valuable to Him. This illustration helps us to understand how 
devoted Jesus is to the care of His people.

U N D E R S TA N D I N G   
Unpack the biblical text to discover what Scripture says or 
means about a particular topic.

> HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ JOHN 10:1-10.

	° What is the purpose of the sheep pen? If we, as 
believers, are in the sheep pen, what does that 
represent for us? 
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Notes:

	° Who would the modern “thieves and robbers” 
be who enter “some other way”? How can they 
be identified?

	° Who is the doorkeeper in this illustration? Who 
might the doorkeepers in the church be?

It is hard to say exactly what Jesus meant by the “sheep pen,” 
other than to say it is a place of protection. If we are Christ’s, 
then He keeps us safe from robbers and thieves and predators 
who would seek to do us harm. In Psalm 23, David likened 
the Lord to a shepherd saying, “your rod and Your staff—they 
comfort me” (Ps. 23:4). The rod and staff could be weapons 
used to drive off predators who sought to harm the sheep. 
Jesus said that He will care for us like a good shepherd. He 
will watch over our souls, and He will keep those who would 
spiritually harm us at bay.

	° Why wouldn’t the sheep follow the voice of a 
stranger? Have you ever had a pet that would only 
come when you or a family member called him?

	° What was Jesus saying about the nature of 
discipleship when He said, “They will never follow 
a stranger” (v. 5)? Where can we learn to recognize 
the voice of Jesus?

If thieves and robbers weren’t enough, the sheep were also 
in danger from those who would lead them astray. Jesus 
said His sheep will hear His voice and follow Him. Shepherds 
were not like cowboys. Instead of driving the flock from 
behind, shepherds went out first, and the sheep followed their 
shepherd as he called them. Because the shepherd is with the 
flock every day, they know his voice and call, and they will only 
respond to him.
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We learn to hear the voice of Jesus over the voice of the world 
by studying Scripture. In the Bible, we hear the voice of the 
Lord. The more we study and read it, the easier it is for us to 
discern how Jesus would have us act in situations in life and 
the easier it will be for us to judge right from wrong.

	° Who is the thief that “comes only to steal and to kill 
and to destroy” (v. 10)? How does Jesus provide a 
more abundant life? How has Jesus made your life 
more abundant?

Jesus is the door to salvation because “Salvation is found in 
no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to 
mankind by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). Anyone or 
any religion that claims to get people into heaven except by 
Jesus Christ is simply a robber and a thief.

There are false teachers in the world who make a living by 
taking advantage of Jesus’s flock. They preach for their own 
profit, and they deceive people by making promises in God’s 
name that God Himself never made. Jesus is not like that. 
Jesus came for the benefit of His people, not to rob them of 
their possessions. Jesus came to give us life, not to steal it 
from us. Instead of taking advantage of the sheep, Jesus lays 
down His own life for their benefit.

Jesus said, “Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has 
been pleased to give you the kingdom” (Luke 12:32). Jesus 
did not come to take advantage of us; He came to care for us. 
Our heavenly Father loves us, and He takes pleasure in giving 
us the kingdom. We can be confident in our lives and in our 
salvation because Jesus, the Good Shepherd, watches over us 
and protects us.

> HAVE A  VOLUNTEER READ JOHN 10:11-30.

	° What specific examples did Jesus give in this 
passage of His provision for His sheep? 
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	° What are the ways Jesus speaks to His sheep 
today? How do the sheep respond to the 
Good Shepherd?

The good shepherd is the one who loves the sheep enough to 
lay down his life for them. That’s how we know that Jesus is 
the Good Shepherd. And because we are certain He is good, we 
can trust Him to lead us in the right way. The flock hears the 
voice of Jesus through the Word of God as well as through the 
spiritual leadership of our pastors as they represent Jesus.

	° What characterizes a life satisfied in Christ?

	° What gives the Good Shepherd ownership of and 
total commitment to the sheep?

Christ has already proven His willingness to die so the “sheep” 
can live. He has already defeated the predator of our souls. He 
will not abandon us or run away for self-preservation. He is 
not obligated; He stays because He loves.

	° What did Jesus say about the sheep that belong to 
Him? Which of these is most important to you?

	° Why is it important to be known? Why can it be 
unsettling for Jesus to know us completely? How 
can we be comforted by the fact that we are known 
by Him?

	° Read John 10:30 again. How would you describe 
the relationship between the Son and the Father to 
someone unfamiliar with Christianity? 
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The line of questioning Jesus faced in John 10 is the same that 
would lead to His death. He clearly stated that He is God, which 
the Jewish religious leaders took to be blasphemous. But Jesus 
is the Messiah, the anointed Son of God, and our salvation is 
secure in Him.

> HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ JOHN 10:31-42.

	° Why did the Jews seek to stone Jesus in 
these verses?

	° How is this an ongoing theme in the Gospel 
of John? 

	° How does this give further evidence that the truth 
about Jesus is only seen by those to whom it has 
been revealed?

Once again, the Jews accused Jesus of blasphemy. Yet, Jesus 
stated clearly that He was doing the work of His Father and 
the evidence was found in the works He was doing. Still, the 
Jews spiritual blindness persisted, and they were unable to 
receive the truth. As those who have received spiritual sight 
and understanding through Jesus, we must seek to be familiar 
with His voice and to follow Him alone.

7 John  |   



Notes:

TEACHING PLAN       JUNE 27, 2021

A P P L I C AT I O N                  
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture 
passage apply directly to their lives.

	° How does it affect you to know that Jesus watches 
out for you every moment?

	° Have you spent enough time in God’s Word to 
recognize the voice of Jesus from the voice of the 
world? What are some ways we could learn to hear 
Christ more effectively?

	° If we realize that Satan, the great thief, has come 
to “steal and to kill and to destroy,” how might that 
move us to pray for our families and friends?

P R A Y                                                                                                                                         
Offer a time for group members to pray aloud. Thank the Lord 
for being our shepherd. Thank Him for opening our ears and 
eyes to hear and see the good things in His Word. Ask the Lord 
to deliver us, our families, and our friends from those who 
would harm the flock of Christ. Close by asking the Father to 
show others that Jesus is the only way to salvation.
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F O L L O W  U P     
Midway through this week, send a follow-up email to your group 
with some or all of the following information: 

>  Questions to consider as they continue to 
reflect on what they learned this week: 

	° What specific challenges are you facing today? 
What is one step you can take this week to trust the 
Good Shepherd in that specific area?

	° In what area of your life are you most tempted to listen 
to Satan’s lies? How does spending time in the Word 
help to silence the voice of Satan and help you hear 
the voice of Jesus?

 >  A note of encouragement, following up on 
any specific prayer requests mentioned 
during your group gathering.

> The challenge to memorize John 10:14.

>  The text for next week’s study, so group members can 
read it in anticipation of next weekend: John 11:1-57.
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J O H N  1 0 : 1 - 4 2

The Good Shepherd (10:1–21)

One of the great images of Jesus is as the “good Shepherd.” 
First, He is the gate to the sheep pen, meaning that no one 
can enter the fold through any other means than Jesus 
Himself. Only through Jesus Christ can anyone be made 
right with God leading to eternal life. Second, Jesus leads 
His sheep. No other voice is the true voice of leadership. 
Third, as the good Shepherd, Jesus protects His flock—
even to the point of death. Unlike someone who watches 
sheep for employment, Jesus is a Shepherd motivated by 
love for His sheep.

As the good Shepherd, Jesus mentioned that there are 
other sheep that will listen to His voice and will one day 
be brought into the fold. More than likely what is in view 
are the Gentiles who would come to believe in Christ. The 
idea is not many shepherds with many flocks but one 
Shepherd joined together as one flock (see Eph. 2:16). 
Jesus was not forced into being the good Shepherd; He 
willingly took the role upon Himself, and for this He is 
loved by God.

One with the Father (10:22–42)

The Feast of Dedication was the celebration of the dedi-
cation and subsequent reopening of the temple by Judas 
Maccabeus in December of 165 b.c., after it had been des-
ecrated by the Syrian ruler Antiochus Epiphanes in 168 
b.c. (see Dan. 11:31). This event is commonly referred to 
as “Hanukkah” or “The Feast of Lights.”

Jesus stated that His sheep are given eternal life and that 
no one can “snatch them out of my hand.” When a person 
comes to Christ as Savior and Lord, nothing can remove 
that person from the state of salvation against their will. 
If one is truly saved, then that person can rest assured 
that they are held in the hand of God, protected from any 
assault to their state of redemption.
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Jesus also declared that “I and the Father are one.” Jesus 
and God are not, according the Christian doctrine of the 
Trinity, identical persons but separate persons who are of 
identical nature.

At this the Jews picked up stones to kill Him, for it was 
blasphemy for a man to claim to be God (10:33). Jesus 
responded to their anger by pointing back to the Old 
Testament where, in accord with the worldview of the 
ancient Near East, rulers and judges, as emissaries of the 
heavenly King, could be granted the honorary title “god” 
(Ps. 82). If they could be culturally comfortable with that 
title for those to whom the Word of God came, why did 
they rebel against the idea that the Messiah would be 
God’s Son? And if this does not make sense, Jesus argued, 
then simply look at my life and the miracles performed. 
This did not persuade the Jews, and again they tried to 
seize Jesus for execution. 
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