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L I V I N G  W A T E R

JOHN 7:1-52 JUNE 6, 2021                           TEACHING PLAN

P R E PA R AT I O N   
>   Spend the week reading through and studying John 7:1-52. 

Consult the commentary provided and any additional study 
tools (such as a concordance or Bible dictionary) to enhance 
your preparation. 

>  Determine which discussion points and questions will work 
best with your group.

>   Pray for your pastors, the upcoming group meeting, your 
teaching, your group members, and their receptivity to 
the study.

H I G H L I G H T S  
  
TAKEAWAY: JESUS IS THE PROMISED ONE OF 
GOD WHO GIVES LIVING WATER TO THOSE WHO 
BELIEVE IN HIM.

WHY IT’S IMPORTANT: YOU MUST BE EMPTIED OF SIN 
TO DRINK OF JESUS.

GOSPEL CONNECTION: JESUS HAS PAID FOR OUR SIN 
SO THAT WE CAN HAVE THE WATER HE PROVIDES.
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Notes:

I N T R O D U C T I O N
As your group time begins, use this section to help get the 
conversation going. 

1 Where are you from? What are people from that 
country or region known for? Do you “fit the mold” 
of what people expect from those who are from 
this place?

2 In your family now, how often do you find that what 
you say is misunderstood? When was the last time 
people understood you to say something that was 
far different than you intended? What happened 
as a result?

The Gospel of John focuses not just on what Jesus did, but 
on who He was. Much of John 7 concerns people who were 
wrestling with the most crucial question of all: Was He indeed 
the Christ, the promised One of God? The people were divided 
in their opinions of Jesus for various reasons, including His 
place of origin and their expectations of the Messiah.

U N D E R S TA N D I N G   
Unpack the biblical text to discover what Scripture says or 
means about a particular topic.

> HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ JOHN 7:1-24.

The Festival of Tabernacles was one of the three main feasts 
of the Jews, a week-long celebration and gathering for the 
Hebrew nation. In other words, it was a ready-made platform 
for Jesus to reveal Himself to the Jewish world if He so desired. 
Using that platform for political and/or personal gain seemed 
a good idea to Jesus’ brothers.
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Notes:

	° In what way could the brothers’ suggestion 
have seemed spiritual and right to those who 
were listening?

	° What did Jesus know about their motives that His 
brothers maybe didn’t even realize (v. 5)?

The brothers were right: No one who is seeking public 
recognition keeps his or her gifts a secret. They gain as many 
social media followers as they can. They try to make the 
best-seller list. They climb the ladder. They aim to serve on 
staff at a megachurch. They study and mimic what other gifted 
people before them have done. The problem was that Jesus 
wasn’t seeking public recognition. He was seeking to do the 
work the Father had sent Him to do. That’s it. His brothers’ 
focus was on Jesus, who they did or didn’t believe Him to be, 
and what they did or didn’t believe He could do. Jesus’ focus 
was different, and it affected how, when, and where He would 
do things.

	° Does it seem strange to you that Jesus kept some 
parts of His earthly ministry undercover? 

	° Would it seem strange to you for someone you 
know God has gifted for a certain task to want to 
stay out of the limelight? Why or why not?

Jesus’ brothers went to the festival, and then He went in 
secret without them. Their expectations did not fit with His 
calling. Their understanding did not grasp His teachings. To 
fulfill the calling God has placed on our lives, we must actively 
battle opposition and false expectations. Sometimes we’ll find 
opposition and false expectations among those who should 
know and act better.
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	° What stands out to you from Jesus’ teaching at 
the festival? 

	° How did He further reveal who He was through 
this teaching?

> HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ JOHN 7:25-36.

	° What truths about Himself did Jesus proclaim in 
these verses? Describe some of the different ways 
people responded.

	° The people were divided over who Jesus was. 
What causes people today to be divided over who 
Jesus is? Are the issues the same or different? 
Explain.

Everyone who experienced Jesus’ earthly ministry knew He 
was a great teacher and healer. But Jewish history had seen 
many great teachers and many healers, too. The real question 
that needed to be answered about Jesus was, “Is He truly the 
Christ, the unique Prophet sent from God to save His people?”

	° When Jesus talked about where He was from 
(vv. 28–29), what did He mean? How is that 
different from what the people meant when they 
referred to where He was from?

	° What convinced those who put their faith in Jesus 
to make that decision? How does this compare to 
what convinced you to believe when you made 
your decision? 
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	° Why did the Pharisees want to arrest Jesus? How 
did they misunderstand Jesus’ response to them?

In deciding how they would answer this question, there were 
two main issues: Was Jesus’ coming aligned with what Scripture 
said concerning how He would come and where He would 
come from? And, was He doing the kind of work Scripture said 
the Messiah would do? Those who rejected Jesus seemed to 
focus on the first question. According to their understanding, 
Jesus  didn’t come from where He was supposed to come. 
Scripture said Jesus should come from Bethlehem, and this 
man, so they thought, came from Nazareth. Perhaps they 
were not committed enough to find the truth and check their 
assumptions about this.

> HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ JOHN 7:37-52.

	° To what was Jesus referring when He talked about 
“rivers of living water” that will “flow from within” a 
person (v. 38)? Why is that an appropriate image?

	° Think back over the course of your life. What 
sources other than Jesus have you been drinking 
from to sustain you?

	° Why do you think we have the tendency to look 
to other sources when the living water of Jesus 
is available? What does that show us about 
our hearts?

	° How is it that these people misunderstood virtually 
everything Jesus said? What makes people more 
likely to understand spiritual truth? 
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Those who put their faith in Jesus focused mostly on His 
works. They asked, “When the Messiah comes, will he perform 
more signs than this man?” (v. 31). Indeed, no one before or 
since has done the kinds of things Jesus did. But some people 
looked right past such signs. For them, what Jesus said in 
another context rang true: “If they do not listen to Moses and 
the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone rises 
from the dead” (Luke 16:31).

	° Toward the end of this passage, what stopped the 
rulers from trying to arrest Jesus?

	° How do Nicodemus’s words in verse 51 show 
how he might have been affected from his earlier 
interaction with Jesus is John 3?
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A P P L I C AT I O N                  
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture 
passage apply directly to their lives.

	° The crowd asked Jesus many questions in today’s 
story. What question would you ask Jesus if He 
appeared to you today?

	° How would you describe the “rivers of living water” 
in your life right now?

	° Who do you know who is as skeptical about Christ 
as the Pharisees in this story? How can the group 
pray for this person, that he or she might open his 
or her heart to Jesus? How might God use you in 
this process?

P R A Y                                                                                                                                         
Pray that God would increase your belief in Jesus as Savior 
and Lord. Pray for increased “rivers of living water” in your 
life, that your life might glorify Him and point others to the 
truth about Jesus.
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F O L L O W  U P     
Midway through this week, send a follow-up email to your group 
with some or all of the following information: 

>  Questions to consider as they continue to 
reflect on what they learned this week: 

	° What are you looking to right now for satisfaction other 
than the living water of Jesus?

	° In what ways do you think Jesus wants His living water 
to flow out from you to others through ministry?

 >  A note of encouragement, following up on 
any specific prayer requests mentioned 
during your group gathering.

> The challenge to memorize John 7:37-38.

>  The text for next week’s study, so group members can 
read it in anticipation of next weekend: John 8:1-59.
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J O H N  7 : 1 - 5 2

7:1. Galilee (under the jurisdiction of Herod Antipas) was 
safer than Judea (under the Roman prefect) for Jesus 
since the Jews were trying to kill him.

7:2. The Jewish Festival of Shelters was celebrated in 
September or October, two months before the Festival 
of Dedication . People temporarily lived in shelters to 
remember God’s faithfulness during Israel’s wilderness 
wanderings (Lv 23:42–43; cp. Mt 17:4). 

7:3–5. Jesus’s brothers were naturally born sons of Mary. 
Their names were James, Joseph, Judas, and Simon 
(Mt 13:55 and Mk 6:3). Their poor advice stemmed from 
unbelief (Jn 7:5) and revealed a fundamental misunder-
standing of Jesus’s messianic identity (Mt 4:5–7).

7:6–10. In 7:8, Jesus stated, I’m not going up to this fes-
tival. In v. 10, we learn that he also went up, not openly 
but secretly (see note at v. 1). It surprises many readers 
to realize that Jesus used craft and subterfuge to combat 
opposition and false expectations.

7:11. Particularly those who hadn’t seen Jesus were eager 
to find him at the festival.

7:12. The charge that Jesus was deceiving the people may 
hark back to Dt 13:1–11 (cp. Mt 27:63; Lk 23:2). Later 
Jewish literature called Jesus a deceiver.

7:13. The phrase for fear of the Jews (cp. 9:22; 19:38; 20:19) 
refers to Jerusalem authorities represented by the 
Sanhedrin.

7:14–15. The Jews may include Judean crowds and Jewish 
authorities. Jesus lacked formal rabbinic training (as did 
his disciples; Ac 4:13), but his teaching and authority 
came from God (Jn 7:16; 8:28; cp. Mt 5:21–26; 7:28–29).

7:16. Unlike other rabbis, Jesus claimed direct knowledge 
from God (8:28).
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7:17. Only true believers, who are committed to following 
God’s will, could rightly discern Jesus’s teaching.

7:18–19. Jesus as authoritative source contrasted him-
self with vain, false prophets (Dt 18:9–22). The Jews 
were proud of the fact that Moses had given them the law 
(cp. 9:28; Rm 2:17; 9:4).

7:20. This is one of several instances where Jesus was 
charged with demon possession (8:48; 10:20; Mt 12:24); 
the same charge was leveled against John the Baptist 
(Mt 11:18). Other charges against Jesus included breaking 
the Sabbath (Jn 5:16, 18; 9:16), blasphemy (5:18; 8:58–
59; 10:31, 33, 39; 19:7), deceiving the people (7:12, 47), 
being a Samaritan (i.e., apostate, 8:48), madness (10:20), 
and criminal activity (18:30).

7:21. The one work Jesus referred to was probably the 
healing in 5:1–15.

7:22–23. Circumcision was given by the fathers (i.e., 
Abraham; Gn 17:9–14) and Moses (Ex 12:44, 48–49; 
Lv 12:3). Jesus’s argument was “from the lesser to the 
greater.” The Jews were to circumcise their males on the 
eighth day even if that day fell on the Sabbath (the “lesser” 
issue). If “perfecting” one part of a human body on the 
Sabbath was legitimate, how much more the healing of an 
entire person?

7:24. Jesus’s statement about judging may allude to 
Lv 19:15 (cp. Dt 16:18–19; Is 11:3–4; Zch 7:9).

7:25–44. The next three scenes (vv. 25–31, 32–36, 
37–44) center on the question, “Is Jesus the Christ?” 
Representative queries (in some cases involving misun-
derstanding) from the crowd serve as foils for dealing 
with this issue (vv. 27, 31, 42), in turn focusing on the 
supposedly unknown origins of Messiah, his performance 
of signs, and Bethlehem as Messiah’s birthplace.

7:26. The authorities probably refers to the Sanhedrin 
(v. 48; 12:42).
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7:27. Some rabbis taught that Messiah would be wholly 
unknown until he set out to procure salvation for Israel. 
Others felt his birthplace was foreknown (v. 42; cp. 
Mt 2:1–6).

7:28–29. Telling the Jews that they didn’t know God got 
a strong reaction.

7:31. Since Messiah would be a prophet like Moses 
(Dt 18:15, 18) and Moses performed many miraculous 
signs at the exodus (Ex 7–11), Messiah was expected to 
perform miracles as well. It would have been natural for 
people to wonder, after witnessing Jesus’s miracles, if he 
was the Messiah.

7:32. The chief priests and the Pharisees, representing 
the Sanhedrin, deployed servants to arrest Jesus. His 
arrest implied that he was a criminal (but see note at vv. 
45–52). The leaders hoped this would discourage people 
from following him.

7:33–34. Six months after Jesus issued this prediction, he 
was crucified.

7:35–36. People misunderstood Jesus’s statement in 
v. 34. Ever since the exile, many Jews had not returned 
to Palestine but continued to live dispersed among the 
Greeks (synonymous with “Gentiles”).

7:37. While v. 14 referred to the festival being “already 
half over,” this was now the last and greatest day of the 
Festival of Shelters. Jesus’s invitation harks back to OT 
prophetic passages such as Is 55:1 (cp. Is 12:3).

7:38–39. Streams of living water flowing from deep within 
Jesus’s followers fulfill the end-time blessings predicted 
in the OT. John noted in v. 39 that these streams are 
emblematic of the Spirit, who would be given after Jesus’s 
exaltation with the Father (20:22).

7:40–41. The Prophet is the figure referred to in 
Dt 18:15–18 (see note at Jn 1:19–21; cp. 6:14). This 
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“Prophet” and the Messiah were thought to be different 
persons by some first-century Jews, but Jesus turned out 
to be both.

7:42. Bethlehem, south of Jerusalem in the heart of 
Judea, was foretold as Messiah’s birthplace in Mc 5:2 (cp. 
Mt 2:5–6; see note at Jn 7:27). As David’s city (1Sm 16:1, 
4; 20:6), Bethlehem had important messianic implications. 
In this verse the irony is apparent. Some people, knowing 
that Jesus hailed from Galilee, objected that Messiah was 
to be born in Bethlehem, not realizing that Bethlehem 
was in fact Jesus’s birthplace.

7:45–52. The Sanhedrin’s meeting highlighted the 
increasing threat that Jesus’s popularity represented for 
the Jewish leadership. But Nicodemus’s plea for fairness 
shows that the Sanhedrin was not yet united in opposi-
tion against Jesus.

7:46. The servants (see v. 32) heard many people teach in 
the temple courts, but they recognized Jesus’s teaching as 
unique (Mt 7:28–29; see note at Jn 7:14–15).

7:48. Rulers probably refers to members of the Sanhedrin.

7:49. The disparaging reference to this crowd, which 
doesn’t know the law reveals the arrogant contempt many 
rabbis had for the unschooled masses.

7:50. Jesus’s previous encounter with Nicodemus is 
described in 3:1–15.

7:51. Old Testament law charged judges to investigate accu-
sations fairly (Dt 1:16) and thoroughly (Jn 17:4; 19:18). 
Nicodemus’s plea for fairness was later duplicated by the 
rabbi Gamaliel (Ac 5:34–39).

7:52. Contrary to the Pharisees’ implication, prophets 
occasionally did arise from Galilee. These included 
Jonah (2Kg 14:25), possibly Elijah (1Kg 17:1), and 
Nahum (Nah 1:1). 
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