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P R E PA R AT I O N
>  Spend the week reading through and studying Luke 19:28-44.
Consult the commentary provided and any additional study
tools (such as a concordance or Bible dictionary) to enhance
your preparation.
> Determine which discussion points and questions will work
best with your group.
>  Pray for your pastors, the upcoming group meeting, your
teaching, your group members, and their receptivity to the
study.

HIGHLIGHTS


TAKEAWAY: THIS PASSAGE FROM LUKE 19 IS
COMMONLY REFERRED TO AS THE TRIUMPHAL
ENTRY. AT THIS TIME IN HIS MINISTRY, JESUS
ENTERED THE CITY OF JERUSALEM, WHICH MEANT
THE CROSS WAS NEAR.

WHY IT’S IMPORTANT: FROM THIS SCENE IN JESUS’
MINISTRY, WE ARE REMINDED THAT JESUS IS THE
ETERNAL KING, THE PROMISED MESSIAH, WHO COMES
IN THE NAME OF THE LORD.
GOSPEL CONNECTION: CHRIST IS THE SACRIFICIAL
LAMB THAT TAKES AWAY THE SIN OF THE WORLD.
JUST AS CHRIST RODE HUMBLY INTO JERUSALEM ON
A DONKEY, CHRIST CAME HUMBLY TO LIVE AMONG HIS
OWN CREATION.

2 Palm Sunday |

TEACHING PLAN

TEACHING PLAN

MARCH 28, 2021

INTRODUCTION
As your group time begins, use this section to help get the
conversation going.

1

Who do you think is the most well-known person
to ever come out of our community? What would it
be like if that person showed up in the community
one day?

2

How does Jesus compare in power, fame, and
prestige to any celebrity or hero we could think
of today? By worldly standards and expectations,
how should His grand entrance into Jerusalem
have compared as a result?

By the very nature of Jesus’ triumphal entry, choosing to
arrive on a humble donkey, rather than a powerful warhorse,
Jesus fulfilled prophecies, but even more importantly, He
revealed the nature of His mission. He came to save—not by
usurping power or bringing with Him a military coup, but
by surrendering power and embracing His own death. Jesus’
unmatched power triumphed through weakness, and ours will
do the same when we take up our cross and follow Him. As we
humble ourselves, repent, and admit our need for a Savior, we
embrace the humility needed to identify with Christ, share in
His sufferings and follow Him with our very lives.

U N D E R S TA N D I N G
Unpack the biblical text to discover what Scripture says or
means about a particular topic.
Throughout Jesus’ ministry, He often warned people not to
tell others about the miracles they saw Him perform. Those
who were impacted by His miracles made claims about who
Jesus was, which put pressure on the religious leaders in and
around Jerusalem to persecute and ultimately kill Him. As a
result, by instructing others to tell no one what they had seen,
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Jesus was prolonging His ministry on earth because He still
had things to do before fulfilling the Father’s will. However, on
the day He made His triumphal entry into Jerusalem, all was
out in the open—there was nothing left to hide.
> HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ LUKE 19:28-35.
° Each of the four Gospels includes this story of the
Triumphal Entry, which helps us understand its
significance in Jesus’ earthly ministry. Read the
parallel accounts in Matthew 21:1-11; Mark 11:1-11; and
John 12:12-19. What additional information do you
learn about this event from the other Gospels?

° What stands out to you from this familiar event
in the Gospels? Did you pick up on anything you
hadn’t noticed before?

° The most familiar detail of this story is that Jesus
rode into Jerusalem on a young donkey. What
statement did Jesus make by doing this?

° What did it reveal about His love? About His nature
and purpose on earth?

Approaching Jerusalem, Jesus passed through two small
villages east of the Holy City on the Mount of Olives. He sent
two of His disciples on a mission: “Find a donkey that has never
been ridden before and bring it to me. If you face questions,
just say, ‘The Lord needs it.’” Jesus acted in a regal manner, but
He commandeered a lowly animal.
° Take a minute to read Zechariah 9:9. In what way
did Jesus fulfill this Old Testament prophecy in
today’s passage?
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Events occurred just as Jesus described. So the disciples
brought the donkey to Jesus, threw their robes on it as a saddle,
and sat Jesus on it. Zechariah 9:9 used poetic parallelism to
describe the Messianic King riding on a donkey to bring salvation to His people. His coming would break all instruments of
war and bring peace to the city of peace.
> HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ LUKE 19:36-40.
° How did this entry compare with those of
conquering military heroes?

° How did these military heroes achieve their
victories? How would Jesus achieve His?

° What did the people indicate about their own view
of and response to Jesus by laying down their
coats and waving palms or branches along His
path?

° What does the crowd affirm about Jesus in verse
38?

° What can we do in our own lives to “prepare the
way for the Lord” (Is. 40:3)?

The disciples spread their robes on the street, signifying a royal
procession. The crowd of disciples, indicating a group beyond
the Twelve, joined the procession, praising God for all the
miraculous signs Jesus had given—signs that Luke had been
describing throughout his entire Gospel. They praised Jesus
as King, citing Psalm 118:26. Finally, Jesus’ glory was openly
recognized. He was more than the baby born in Nazareth
or a Galilean rabbi. He was more than a miracle worker. He
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was a royal figure entering the royal city down the royal road.
He came as God’s representative, God’s chosen king, and He
showed that the hopes of Israel were being fulfilled.
° How did the Pharisees’ response contrast with the
response of the crowd (v. 39)? What was so ironic
about this?

° What is significant about Jesus’ response to the
Pharisees?

This was too much for the Pharisees. They came to crucify
Jesus, not to praise Him. They asked Jesus to silence the
blasphemous disciples. Jesus, however, pointed out that this
was the moment God ordained for Him to receive praise. If
human voices had remained silent, nature itself would have
shouted His praise. The Pharisees did not understand the
nature of the very God they spent so much time talking about.
In this parable, they were evil servants. But the King had come.
They saw only a false teacher on a donkey. But for those who
truly see the King, praise is the instinctive response.
> HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ LUKE 19:41-44.
° What stands out to you from Jesus’ disposition and
comments in verses 41-44?

° What reason (or reasons) did Jesus have to weep
over this city and its inhabitants?

Luke had begun the Jerusalem story (19:28), but he had not
yet let Jesus reach Jerusalem. The recognition and praise of
the Messiah came from disciples outside the city, not from the
religious crowds or religious power brokers within it. Jesus
knew that the city of Jerusalem and its power structure—both
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Jewish and Roman—would reject Him. They would take Him
to the cross. So He wept, not for His immediate fate, but for
the stubborn, sinful blindness of the city. The city God loves
had no love for Him.
° What do these verses remind us about Jesus’
mission? What about God’s character?

° Why should Jesus’ words here motivate us to share
the gospel?

Jesus came with peace from heaven. God had visited His people
as He had promised. The Messiah had come to seek and to save
the lost, but many people Jesus encountered along the way
refused to recognize they were lost. They refused to see God’s
glory in Jesus, or to give God glory for sending Jesus. Their
beloved temple and all the glorious architecture of Jerusalem
would fall—not one stone attached to another, no hope for
rebuilding and renewal.
These verses serve as a reminder to us that a time will come
when it will be too late to turn to God in repentance, and God’s
judgment will be final. We don’t know when that day will come,
which means that sharing the gospel should be at the forefront
of our minds every single day.
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A P P L I C AT I O N
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture
passage apply directly to their lives.
° Jesus’ love was the motivation for His entry into
Jerusalem and everything that awaited Him there.
What should that love motivate us to do when it
comes to publicly acknowledging Jesus—both
individually and corporately at First Woodway? How
will this define the way we love other people?

° Unlike the people of Jerusalem who missed
their chance to believe in Jesus, we still have the
opportunity to do so. Have you fully surrendered
your life to Him?

° If so, do you live in a way that makes this evident
to those around you? What are some of the things
that hinder you from trusting Jesus on a day-to-day
basis?

P R AY
Close in prayer, thanking God for making Jesus known to us.
Give your group members the opportunity to voice their own
prayers of praise to God for who He is and what He has done
for us.
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FOLLOW UP
Midway through this week, send a follow-up email to your group
with some or all of the following information:
> Q uestions to consider as they continue to
reflect on what they learned this week:
° As we approach Easter Sunday, begin thinking about
someone who the Lord may be prompting you to tell
about Him. Who in your life most desperately needs to
hear and believe the gospel before it’s too late?

° How will you take steps toward sharing with that
person this week?

>  A note of encouragement, following up on
any specific prayer requests mentioned
during your group gathering.
> The challenge to memorize Luke 19:38.
> T he text for next week’s study, so group members can
read it in anticipation of next weekend: Luke 24:13-14.
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LUKE 19:28-44
19:28. Jerusalem! The goal is attained. Now the tension
mounts. How will the Messiah be received in God’s holy
city? Have we been listening to what Jesus said? Are we
ready for the events to follow in swift order? Jesus has
established himself as the king in the preceding narrative, but a king who had to go into the far country before
returning in power. He has shown the nature of his kingdom—a kingdom different from that expected by the
religious establishment. He had shown who would participate in the kingdom—those faithful to him, who had
given up everything to follow him rather than those who
had the religious system locked up in their own hands.
How would this idea of the kingdom play out? Jesus
knew what would happen (9:22, 44-45; 12:49-50; 13:3233; 17:25; 18:31-34). Still, the crowds and the disciples
were not ready for Jerusalem, the city of David.
19:29. Approaching Jerusalem, Jesus passed through two
small villages east of the holy city on the Mount of Olives,
which looked down on the city and the Kidron Valley. The
Mount of Olives, the central of three peaks rising east of
Jerusalem, stands 2,660 feet above sea level. Standing on
it, a person faced the temple. Zechariah 14:4-5 situates
the final battle on the Mount of Olives (cf. Acts 1). The
king stood with the holy city at his feet.
19:30-31. The king sent two of his disciples on a mission:
“Find a donkey that has never been ridden before and
bring it to me. If you face questions, just say, ‘The Lord
needs it.’” Jesus acted in regal manner but commandeered
a lowly animal.
19:32-35. Events occurred just as Jesus described. So the
disciples brought the donkey to Jesus, threw their robes
on it as a saddle, and set Jesus on it (cf. 1 Kgs. 1:33 for
the coronation of Solomon on a mule). Zechariah 9:9 used
poetic parallelism to describe the messianic king riding
on a donkey to bring salvation to his people. His coming
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would break all instruments of war and bring peace to the
city of peace.
19:36. The disciples also spread their robes on the street,
signifying a royal procession (cf. 2 Kgs. 9:13).
19:37. The crowd of disciples, indicating a group beyond
the Twelve, joined the procession, praising God for all
the miraculous signs Jesus had given (cf. 7:22; 13:1017; 14:1-6; 17:11-19; 18:35-43).
19:38. They praised Jesus as king, citing Psalm 118:26.
Finally, Jesus’ glory was openly recognized (cf. 1:32; 18:3839). He was more than the babe of Nazareth or the
Galilean rabbi. He was more than a miracle worker. He
was a royal figure entering the royal city down the royal
road. He came as God’s representative, God’s chosen king.
He showed that the hopes of Israel are being fulfilled.
God has sent the messianic king to bring peace, a peace
that only heaven can establish, and a peace established
in heaven that cannot be negated on earth. This means
that the angels who rejoice over one sinner who repents
now see all the heavenly glory of God’s plan of salvation
brought to fruition. As earthlings praise the king on a
donkey, so heaven glories in God’s great work of salvation.
19:39. This was too much for the Pharisees. They came
to crucify Jesus, not to praise him. They asked Jesus to
silence the disciples. Do not let such blasphemy continue,
they said. They showed themselves to be the enemies
opposing Jesus so aptly described in the previous parable.
19:40. Impossible, replied Jesus. This is the moment God
ordained for me to receive praise. If human voices were
silent, nature would shout its praise. The Pharisees just
do not understand the nature of the God they spend so
much time talking about. They are evil servants as in the
parable. The king has come. They see only a false teacher
on a donkey. But for those who do see the king, praise is
the language of the day. Such language will lead to eternal
rewards and responsibility.
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19:41. Luke has begun the Jerusalem story (19:28), but
he has not yet let Jesus reach Jerusalem. The recognition
and praise of Messiah comes from disciples outside the
city, not from the religious crowds or religious power brokers inside the city. Jesus knew that the city of Jerusalem
and its power structure—both Jewish and Roman—
would reject him. They would take him to the cross. So
he wept, not for his immediate fate but for the stubborn,
sinful blindness of the city. The city God loves had no love
for him.
19:42. He had come with peace from heaven. They could
not see or understand. They did not act responsibly and
intelligently, just as the parable described. Why? It was
hidden from their eyes. Here is the biblical teaching on
hardening in another guise. Irresponsible use of religious
power finally separated the Jerusalem establishment
from God. Thus, his revelation no longer came to them.
He hid his plans from their eyes. As in the parable, they
would rise up in outrage: unfair! No, God was just giving
them what they deserved, taking away responsibility and
privilege from those who misused it because they could
not learn to recognize him and how he acted.
19:43-44. Hidden revelation was only the beginning of
Jerusalem’s troubles. Jesus looked ahead to a.d. 70, when
the Roman government would have enough of Jewish
rebellions and would destroy the city. The inhabitants
would not escape. Jesus made special mention of the
children, since caring for the helpless was the center of
his ministry. God had visited his people as he had promised. Messiah had come to seek and to save the lost. They
refused to recognize they were lost. They refused to see
God’s glory in Jesus or to give God glory for sending Jesus.
Their beloved temple and all the glorious architecture of
Jerusalem would fall, not one stone attached to another,
no hope for rebuilding and renewal.
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