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HIGHLIGHTS


TAKEAWAY: HUMBLE PRAYER
FOSTERS DEPENDENCE ON GOD AND
SUBMISSION TO HIS WILL.

WHY IT’S IMPORTANT: LIFE TAKES ITS
TOLL ON US, AND WE ARE PRONE TO
TAKE OUR EYES OFF GOD AND HIS GREAT
SUFFICIENCY FOR US.
GOSPEL CONNECTION: THE LORD
ANSWERED HANNAH’S PRAYER AND
GAVE HER SAMUEL, WHO BECAME
THE PROPHET THAT ANOINTED THE
GREATEST KING IN ISRAEL’S HISTORY.
CENTURIES LATER, THE LORD TOOK
AWAY ELIZABETH’S “DISGRACE” WHEN
HE GAVE HER A SON WHO BECAME THE
PROPHET THAT PREPARED THE WAY FOR
KING JESUS.
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INTRODUCTION
1

Finish the following sentence: “The longest and hardest I’ve
ever prayed for something was . . .”

2

When you pray long and hard for something, what is
your gut reaction: to wonder whether God actually
heard you, that His timing is perfect, that He must have
another plan, that you’re doing something wrong, or
something else? Explain.

The subject of prayer can be overwhelming to think about. Some
say prayer is “letting go,” while others believe that it is “holding on.”
Should you pray out loud or silently? Can you pray a written prayer, or
does it need to be spontaneous? Does God accept prayer from someone
who feels despair and resentment? Is a prayer that is prayed in faith
guaranteed to get a desired answer, or should it rather be viewed as an
encounter with God in which the one praying submits to Him? There
are so many questions about prayer. Unfortunately, some people let
these unanswered questions keep them from the practice of prayer.

3

If you could ask God any question about prayer, what would
it be?

Hannah was an Israelite who lived during the time of the judges. She
was married to a devout man who loved her and provided for her.
Yet, she struggled with a sense of incompleteness in her life because
of infertility. In 1 Samuel 1, we find this woman whose humility and
sense of desperation led her to a life-changing encounter with the Lord
in prayer.
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U N D E R S TA N D I N G
.>

READ 1 SAMUEL 1:1-19.

Hannah found herself in a desperate situation: she was childless (1:2).
In those days, a woman’s primary role in life was bearing children
for her husband. Infertility equaled failure in other people’s eyes. As
if infertility weren’t bad enough, Hannah was also taunted by her
husband’s other wife Peninnah (vv. 4-7). (It’s important to note that
polygamy was never God’s plan for marriage but had become culturally
acceptable in Old Testament times.) Hannah’s despair over the entire
situation led her soul to become bitter, or “deeply hurt” (v. 10).
°How does the list of Elkanah’s ancestry (v. 1) underscore
Hannah’s plight? Why is a child so dear to her?
°What responses did Hannah’s childlessness evoke in her? In
Elkanah? In Peninnah?
°Would you characterize Hannah’s words in verse 11 as a
bargain with God or a demonstration of faith? Why?
°How do you tend to respond to God when He seems to say
no to your prayers?
Instead of camping in her bitterness and blaming God, Hannah voiced
an honest, vulnerable prayer to Him (v. 11). She pleaded with God to give
her a son and, in return, she would give him back to God for His service.
Without even the promise of becoming pregnant, Hannah dedicated her
life and her child’s life to God. Her prayers acknowledged that if she were
to have a child, it would be in God’s control. Hannah wanted a child not
for her needs, but for God’s glory. Hannah recognized that God was the
giver of life, and despite her apparent lack of ability to conceive, He could
give her a child if He so willed it. Hannah’s prayer illustrates how her
hopelessness brought her to acknowledge the power and control of God.
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°Read verse 11 again. What stands out to you about the details
of Hannah’s prayer? What do we learn about her character in
this verse?
°What attributes of God does she specifically mention? What
did Hannah intend for her son by her vow? What does this
reveal about her?
°Why is it significant that Hannah surrendered her future child
to lifetime service to God? As a parent, what sacrifices would
this require of her? Why would it be worth it?

Hannah’s prayer in verse 11 reveals the depth of her character. As she
prayed, she captured some of God’s attributes, including His greatness
and sovereignty. Then she asked God to look upon her sorrow. Finally,
she told God that she wasn’t asking for a child to benefit her, but for
ministry in the temple as a Nazarite (lay priest). She offered her notyet-conceived child to God for His purposes in the world. Hannah
asked for a child not for the benefits it would bring her, but for God’s
kingdom. As we’ll see in the next set of verses, God chose to answer her
prayer, and she became the mother of Samuel, the last judge and first
prophet in Israel. Samuel bore the responsibility of anointing David as
king, and he is listed among the greats of the faith in Hebrews 11:32.
°Hannah asked God to look upon her sorrow, and He did.
What does it mean to you that the Creator of the universe
cares about you enough to answer your prayers?
°What avenues do we sometimes take instead of taking our
heartbreak and desperation to the Lord? Why turn to God
first?
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°Have someone read verse 18 again. How does this
description of Hannah compare to verse 10?

As a result of Hannah’s honest prayer (v. 11), the encouragement of Eli (v.
17), and her total surrender to God (v. 18), her sorrow and hopelessness
became joy and contentment. She didn’t have the guarantee that God
would answer her prayer, but she hoped in Him anyway. Through our
desperate situations, God is teaching us to be utterly dependent on
Him, to have hope in the fulfillment of His promises, and to build
testimonies of His mercy and love to encourage others who go through
similar situations.
> READ 1 SAMUEL 1:20-28.
God blessed Hannah with a son “after some time.” Hannah specifically
asked God for a son, and she even dedicated him to God before the
prayer was answered. This displayed the confidence Hannah had in
God’s ability to work a miracle in her life, which is what gave her hope.
But as Hannah shows us, confidence in God doesn’t mean we’re free
from the emotions involved in struggle. It does mean, however, that
we can live in hope and anticipation of how God will work in us. After
Samuel was weaned, Hannah brought him back to Eli the priest to fulfill
her promise to God. He was probably around 3 years old at that time.
Faithfulness and obedience to God meant Hannah had to give back to
Him what she wanted most—her child.
°What can you learn from Hannah’s example in these verses?
°How did Hannah view the things God gave her? Is this the
same view you have? Why or why not?
°When God intervenes in your life to answer your prayers, do
you typically recognize it and praise Him for it? Why or why
not?
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°Why do you think so many of us “forget” about God once He
answers our prayers? What does this tendency reveal about
us?
°What does lifelong service to God (v. 28) look like in your life?
If you are a parent, is this an honest desire you have for your
children?

Hannah’s confidence in God not only gave her hope in her desperate
situation, but also created in her a desire to sacrifice to God. Her prayer
was answered, and she gave the answer to her prayer back to God.
°What things or people in your life are most indispensable to
you? Can you give them back to God as Hannah did? What
would that require of you?
°Think about the gifts you give to God. Do they cost you little
or are they true sacrifices? Why is sacrifice important in our
relationship with God?
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A P P L I C AT I O N
°What is the most reassuring part of this story for you? What
encouragement can you find in this text for your present
circumstances?
°In what situation do you need to boldly ask the Lord for your
heart’s desire, then wait for Him to respond according to His
perfect will and timing?
°What do you find most difficult about letting go and relying on
God through prayer?
°Why do difficult times make us aware of our need for God?
Share about a time when you’ve seen this awareness in your
life.

P R AY
Thank God for the ways He blesses you even when your circumstances
are not what you want them to be. Confess your tendency to fail to trust
Him fully. Ask Him to increase your faith, so that you might entrust
your whole life to His will.
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HANNAH’S SONG

PERSONAL STUDY GUIDE
1 SAMUEL 2:1-11
JANUARY 17, 2021

HIGHLIGHTS


TAKEAWAY: HUMBLE PRAYER PROMPTS
THANKSGIVING TO THE LORD FOR HIS
BLESSING AND EXALTS HIM FOR HIS
GREAT WORKS.

WHY IT’S IMPORTANT: WE ARE PRONE TO
PRAY IN TIMES OF DESPERATION, AND
THEN FAIL TO ACKNOWLEDGE GOD’S
GRACE IN OUR LIVES IN TIMES OF JOY.
GOSPEL CONNECTION: BY PROVIDING
SALVATION TO ALL PEOPLE THROUGH
JESUS CHRIST HIS SON, GOD HAS GIVEN
US EVERY REASON TO BE THANKFUL
AND EXALT HIM, NO MATTER WHAT
CIRCUMSTANCES WE MAY FACE.
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INTRODUCTION
1

What has brought you the most joy in the past few years?
The most grief? What brought relief from your grief?

2

When things go wrong, to whom do you immediately turn?
What is your initial attitude?

3

What about when things go right? To whom do you
immediately turn? How do you usually respond (i.e. with
surprise, unbelief, gratitude, no big deal, confidence because
you knew it would happen, etc.)?

4

What kind of attitude does a person need to have to really
depend on God in prayer?

Last week we learned that Hannah was desperate for God to intervene
in her life and give her a son. Though distraught, she was humble and
knew that God was her only answer. This is true for us as well—not
only when we are desperate for help, but also when the circumstances
of life are not what we want them to be. True dependence on God in
prayer manifests itself both in desperate pleas for help and in joyful
thankfulness for revealed blessings. When God answered Hannah’s
prayer, she did not carry on as usual; rather, her humility demonstrated
itself again—this time in thankfulness and exaltation.

U N D E R S TA N D I N G
> READ 1 SAMUEL 2:1-11.
°What do you think of Hannah’s prayer here? What thoughts or
emotions come to mind?
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This prayer of Hannah’s is not just a prayer; it is also a poem and quite
possibly was a song as well. The time and care she took to compose this
demonstrates Hannah’s deep devotion to the Lord and her gratitude
toward Him for answering her prayers.
°Would you say your prayers are usually well thought out, rote,
or off the top of your head? Why?
°What form do your prayers usually take (i.e. silent
conversations with God in my head and heart, out loud
conversations with God, written expressions to God)? How
does the thought of writing a poem or song of prayer to God
strike you—completely natural or out of your comfort zone?
Why?
°What might be a situation that would prompt you to
compose a poem or song of prayer to God? Have you ever
experienced a time like that in your life?
Hannah was inspired by the Holy Spirit to sing a song of praise to God
for who He is and for what He had done for her. The key idea in her
prayer song is that God had shown that He is a righteous Judge. He had
brought down the proud (Peninnah) and exalted the humble (Hannah).
The song contains a celebration of God’s salvation (vv. 1-2), a warning to
the proud of God’s justice (vv. 3-7), an affirmation of God’s faithful care
for His people (vv. 8-9), and a petition for God to judge the world and
to prosper His anointed king (v. 10). Hannah’s prayer song revealed her
confidence in God’s sovereignty and her thankfulness for everything
He had done.
°What attributes of God did Hannah specifically highlight in her
prayer?
°Why do you think naming these attributes of God was
important to Hannah in the midst of her situation?
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°In what ways might Hannah’s experience have led her to
acknowledge God’s holiness (v. 2)?
°What experiences have led you to an awareness of God’s
holiness? How can we acknowledge our awareness of God’s
holiness?
°What attributes of God are you most grateful for today?
°Why is it important to offer thanks before God when we
recognize that He has answered our prayers?
°What is the relationship between humility and gratitude?
°This song of Hannah’s also fits the experience of Israel as a
nation. Which references expand the application of this song?
Hannah’s song of praise begins with her personal testimony from
her experience with the Lord. Moving from the first person singular
pronoun (“I” and “my”) in verse 1 to the plural pronoun (“our”) in
verse 2 indicates that she understood herself as a member of the Lord’s
covenant community beginning with her own family. That each of
the first three lines in verse 2 in Hebrew begins with “There is none”
emphasizes Hannah’s belief that the Lord is beyond comparison and
must be held dear and sovereign in the believer’s heart and life. The
Lord’s holiness, superiority, and stability set Him apart and give Him
preeminence. A comparison of Hannah’s song to Mary’s song (Luke 1:4655) shows Mary’s knowledge of Scripture and her understanding of
God’s sovereign grace and ultimate power. Hannah’s declaration that
“there is no rock like our God” is a common Old Testament epithet for
God and reflects her confidence that God is faithful and can be relied
on for His protection and strength.
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°What trends do you notice in the role reversals described in
verses 4-8? What has been your greatest role reversal? How
did you respond?
°What do you think Hannah’s point is in verse 5?
Hannah’s prayer in this verse is a word of caution. She warns us that even
if we have all that we need, like being full of food or having many sons,
if we are not grateful to the Lord it will never be enough. “The woman
with many sons pines away” because she does not know or understand
the blessings of the Lord.
°Have you ever been in the place Hannah sings about, where
you had all you wanted but you weren’t full? Why does a lack
of gratitude lead to emptiness? Describe a time when your
ungratefulness led to you feeling empty.
°How does the practice of prayer help you experience
gratefulness in times when you are feeling unfulfilled or
empty?
°Hannah was able to find joy and contentment, not just
because she had Samuel, but because she loved the Lord.
Can you say the same thing about yourself right now? Explain.
° Where in your life do you trust in your own strength instead
of God’s (vv. 9-10)? Why can it be so challenging for us to
depend on God’s strength alone?
°What is one step you can take to trust God’s strength in a
specific situation this week? How can we help each other
place our dependency on Him?
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This inspired song of thanksgiving contains Hannah’s last recorded
words, offering a picture of her life of faith and commitment to the
sovereign Lord of Hosts. It challenges us to submit our lives anew to
God as we now know Him through His Son, Jesus Christ the Lord.
Hannah’s son, Samuel, would be a model of godly character and
obedience throughout his entire life, even in the face of uncertain
times. Hannah undoubtedly laid the foundation of hope and devotion
to God in the life of her son.

A P P L I C AT I O N
°Finish the following sentence: My heart rejoices in the Lord
because . . .
°Now finish this sentence: There is no one like the Lord
because . . .
°How does Hannah’s prayer here challenge you in your own
prayer life? What about our prayer life as a group? How are
we doing at showing gratitude to God and exalting Him as we
pray together? How can we do better?
°What is something in your life or in our church that you’ve
been praying for that the Lord so far has not done? How do
we thank Him when the answer seems to be “no”?

P R AY
Thank God that there is no one like Him, and no other Rock upon which
you can stand in life. Thank Him for His great work of salvation in
your life. Thank Him for always hearing your requests and answering
your prayers as His children. Commit to be thankful and worship Him
always, no matter what circumstances life brings.
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ELI’S SONS

PERSONAL STUDY GUIDE
1 SAMUEL 2:12-26
JANUARY 24, 2021

HIGHLIGHTS


TAKEAWAY: GOD WANTS US TO MAKE
SACRIFICES AND USE THE GIFTS HE
HAS GIVEN US FOR HIS GLORY AND
THE SAKE OF OTHER PEOPLE.

WHY IT’S IMPORTANT: THE WORLD
IS LOOKING FOR PEOPLE WHO ARE
GENUINE IN THEIR FAITH, LIVING AND
LOVING LIKE JESUS.
GOSPEL CONNECTION: HUMAN PRIESTS
FAIL TO LIVE UP TO GOD’S STANDARD
OF HOLINESS, BUT WE HAVE A BETTER
PRIEST. JESUS’ EXAMPLE IS THE ONE
WE SHOULD FOLLOW AS WE DILIGENTLY
SERVE GOD AND FULFILL THE
RESPONSIBILITIES HE HAS GIVEN US.
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INTRODUCTION
1

If you could have a superpower at work, what would you
choose? At home?

2

What are some real-world characteristics of everyday
heroes?

3

Who is someone in your life who you’d say has been an
everyday hero to you? Explain.

It’s fun to think about things like superhuman strength, the ability to
fly, and teleportation. But as we’ve seen in virtually every superhero
movie, special powers can easily be misused for evil instead of for good.
Today, we’re going to examine a Scripture passage that illustrates this
truth. God had given Eli’s sons the special power or gift of serving His
people as priests. Instead of using their gifts and sacrificing for the
sake of other people, they misused the powers they’d been given and
squandered the opportunity to honor the Lord through serving others.

U N D E R S TA N D I N G
> Read 1 Samuel 2:12-21.
°What roles and responsibilities were Eli’s sons entrusted with
(see also Lev. 7:22-36)?
°How were the sons abusing their positions?
Verses 12-17 of chapter 2 tell us that Hophni and Phinehas were
“scoundrels.” They “had no regard for the Lord.” This disregard for the
Lord can be seen in the way Hophni and Phinehas took advantage of
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their liturgical office for personal gain. They were abusing their priestly
office and “treating the Lord’s offering with contempt.” Leviticus 10:1-11
records the seriousness with which the Lord takes priestly misconduct.
A holy God would not allow this to go on without punishment.
°Compare the description of Eli’s sons with the description of
Samuel. For help, look at a few other Bible translations.
°Is it fair to expect Eli’s sons to be godly men? Explain.
°What responsibility, if any, do you believe we have to one
another in the raising of godly children? Explain.
The NLT describes Eli’s sons this way: “scoundrels who had no respect
for the Lord or for their duties as priests.” At the very same time, God
was raising up Samuel. In their duties as priests, Eli’s sons—Hophni
and Phineas—took more than they gave. They were stealing from the
sacrifices of others. They should have been sacrificing themselves, but
they were not. But Samuel did give sacrificially. God was raising up an
everyday hero.
°In this account, who was in need of a hero? Why?
°Work is one place where people are in need of everyday
heroes. Why do people so often look for the easy way out at
work?
°What about you? Would you say you’re looking to turn your
daily grind into God’s eternal glory? Why or why not?
°What would it look like for you to sacrifice and use your gifts
for the good of other people at work? What’s hard about that
for you?
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> Read 1 Samuel 2:22-26.
These verses show us that the violation of God’s sacred trust by Hophni
and Phinehas did not stop with liturgical sins. The brothers added moral
sins to their catalog of priestly misconduct. Eli’s sons were sleeping
with the women who served at the entrance to the tabernacle. It is
difficult to say who these women were. They may have been volunteers
doing menial chores (Ex. 38:8) or cultic prostitutes like those found
at pagan shrines (see Hos. 4:14). If they were cultic prostitutes, then
Hophni and Phinehas were guilty of filling the land with “depravity”
(Lev. 19:29).
°What are some reasons to explain why, under Eli’s leadership,
Samuel grew up to serve the Lord honorably while Hophni
and Phineas (Eli’s sons) were so dishonorable?
°Why do you think Eli didn’t do anything to his sons? How do
we see laziness in this interaction?
°As a father and the high priest, Eli was doubly responsible
for how his sons were acting. What does laziness toward our
God-given responsibilities communicate to God?
Eli tried to confront his sons and reason with them, but with little
effort. Unfortunately, Hophni and Phinehas would not listen to their
father. Since they committed capital offenses (Lev. 7:25; 22:9), they
could only expect the death penalty to be brought against them. The
divine judgment against Hophni and Phinehas was the direct result of
their decision to reject God. They had hardened their hearts against
God and rejected the pleas of their father. They persisted in sins that
were abominable to the Lord. This means that their disregard for God
was so complete that God’s judgment was inevitable.
°When you think about your life, what are some of the Godgiven responsibilities you have? What things has God trusted
you with, and what does He expect you to do with these
things?
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°What are some indicators that you might be demonstrating
laziness toward those responsibilities?
Any of us may fail. The good news is that God is willing to forgive us
when we are sincere and repentant (1 John 1:9). What we do for God
and how we do it matters. Like Samuel, we are to grow in stature and
in favor with the Lord by serving Him faithfully, respectfully, and
reverently. If we fail in the sacred trust God has given to us, He will
find faithful servants to carry out His will.
°Agree or disagree: For the health of the church and sake of
the gospel, we need everyday heroes at home. Explain your
answer.
°Why is it sometimes harder to use your gifts and make
sacrifices for the sake of others at home than in other places?

The ultimate goal is for our kids to become independently dependent.
We need to maintain enough authority to hold them accountable and
maintain enough influence to speak into their lives for the purpose
of removing them from our authority and allowing them to yield
themselves to Christ’s authority.
°Is it enough to simply have our kids at church? Is that being a
parental hero? Explain.
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A P P L I C AT I O N
°Would you say you are using the gifts God has given you in
the way He intends for you to? Why or why not?
°How does knowing you were chosen by God to be a part of
this body of believers affect the way you view the church and
your involvement in it? How does it affect the way you view
your work?
°What sacrifices can you make at work to serve others in a
way that honors the Lord?
°Is there a way you should be demonstrating and
communicating sacrifice at home that you’re not currently
doing? What changes need to take place for you to serve
your family members in a way that better honors the Lord?

P R AY
Thank Jesus for His ultimate sacrifice on your behalf, being the Hero
you needed to save you from your sin. Ask Him to show you ways you
can sacrifice at work and home this week to use the gifts He has given
you to meet needs and point people to Him.
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THE LORD CALLS SAMUEL

PERSONAL STUDY GUIDE
1 SAMUEL 3:1–4:1
JANUARY 31, 2021

HIGHLIGHTS


TAKEAWAY: OBEDIENCE TO GOD IS NOT
AS COMPLICATED AS WE TEND TO MAKE
IT. IN THE END, WE NEED TO LISTEN TO
GOD AND DO WHAT HE SAYS.

WHY IT’S IMPORTANT: SOMETIMES WE
ARE HESITANT TO SEEK THE COUNSEL
OF OTHERS BECAUSE WE ARE PRESSED
FOR TIME OR BECAUSE WE KNOW WE
PROBABLY WON’T LIKE THE COUNSEL
WE WILL GET.
GOSPEL CONNECTION: JESUS ALWAYS
MADE TIME TO SEEK GOD AND SUBMIT
TO HIS WILL, NOT MERELY FOR COUNSEL,
BUT BECAUSE HE DELIGHTED TO BE
WITH GOD AND DO HIS WILL (JOHN 8:29).
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INTRODUCTION
If you could go back and give one piece of advice to your
1
teenage self, what would you say? Why?

2

How do you think your life would be different if you had
known that?

3

How do you think the teenage version of yourself would
have responded?

Hindsight is 20/20. We’ve all made mistakes that, if we could, we would
love to go back and do differently. The problem is that even if we could,
most of our past selves wouldn’t listen. We have trouble with that a lot
of the time—simply listening to someone who knows what he or she is
talking about and then acting accordingly. But as we will see in today’s
discussion, obedience to God might not be as complicated as we tend to
make it. In the end, we need to listen to God and do what He says.

4

When you spend time with God, do you spend more time
talking or listening? Why?

5

What things in our lives distract us from hearing the voice of
God?

We live in a noisy culture. Whether it’s the TV, our cell phones, music
in the background, or even billboards on the side of the road, we are
constantly being bombarded with voices. Most of those voices are
telling us to do something. If we want to listen to God and do what He
says, we must first put ourselves in the right surroundings.
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U N D E R S TA N D I N G

> Read 1 Samuel 3:1-9.

°What do you know about Samuel as a result of last week’s
lesson or your previous study of the Bible?
As a young Levite, Samuel served the Lord as an apprentice under
Eli’s guidance. His mother, Hannah, was barren and had prayed for a
son, promising God that she would give him back to God for ministry
(see 1 Sam. 1:10-11). God answered Hannah’s prayer, and she kept her
promise. Samuel joined Eli the priest in the ministry of the temple.
According to Jewish tradition, Samuel was 12 years old when his temple
work began, which we read about in 1 Samuel 3:1.
°What do we learn about the spiritual climate of Samuel’s day
in verse 1?
°Why do you think the Lord called to Samuel the boy instead
of Eli the priest?
Verse 1 tells us that “the word of the Lord was rare and prophetic visions
were not widespread.” At that time, prophets were the primary way
God spoke to His people. The absence of genuine prophetic preaching
describes the poor spiritual climate in this period (see Judg. 10:6).
People refused to conform to God’s standards. Negligent people were
not prepared to hear from a holy God. But God called Samuel to be His
prophet.
°Why didn’t Samuel recognize God’s voice?
°Why are Christians today often unable to tell if God is
speaking to them?
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While resting near the ark, Samuel heard the Lord call to him. The boy
had never heard the voice of God before, and he mistook it for Eli’s and
rushed to help the aging priest. God took the initiative here, as He always
does. Samuel’s prophetic ministry came in response to God’s selecting
and recruiting him for this task; Samuel did not choose this vocation
based on personal preference. However, he did not recognize God’s voice.
Instead, he assumed he heard Eli and responded to the priest.
The Lord uses many ways today to call His people to new opportunities
of service. Sometimes He confronts them with a need. Sometimes God
may give an individual a deep passion for a ministry or a burden for
something. When God acts unexpectedly in people’s lives, He often
calls them to serve in a particular way; but they may not grasp it
immediately. As people seek clarity, the Holy Spirit will guide them to
God’s specific will.
°What do Samuel’s actions in these verses reveal about his
alertness to hearing from God?
°How did Samuel’s surroundings help him hear from God?
°If you decided to absolutely commit yourself to hearing from
God on a daily basis, what distractions would you need to
limit or eliminate?

The main reason we don’t hear the voice of God is not because He’s not
speaking; it’s because we’re not listening. But putting ourselves in the
right surroundings to listen isn’t just about time and place; it’s about our
relationships. One of the reasons we do life together, investing in each
other, is so that we can help each other hear and recognize the voice of
God. Once we hear the voice of God, that voice requires a response of
surrender.
°Who has been an Eli to you in your life—someone that has
helped you hear the voice of God more clearly?
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°Are you investing your life right now to be an Eli for someone
else? If not, why not?
> Read 1 Samuel 3:10-11.
°Verse 10 is the pivotal verse of this passage. What did Eli tell
Samuel to do, and how does this help us understand what we
must do if we want to hear from God?
°How does Samuel’s response to the voice of God indicate his
surrender to the will of God?
Having grasped that the Lord had spoken to Samuel, Eli gave specific
directions for responding should God speak again. First he instructed
Samuel to return to his normal activity. If he heard the voice again,
he was immediately to enter into conversation with God. Eli specified
what Samuel should say. Each part of the reply would convey definite
purposes. “Speak” would invite God to continue His revelation. “Lord”
indicated Samuel knew to whom he was speaking. “For your servant
is listening” would affirm his willingness to obey God completely.
Samuel followed Eli’s instructions precisely. When God spoke, Samuel
submitted to Him. Without waiting to learn what God wanted, he
committed himself to obedience and service.
°When you pray, is it usually with an attitude of “Speak
Lord, your servant listens,” or “Listen Lord, for your servant
speaks”? What is the difference between these two
approaches to prayer?
°Read Psalm 46:10. Why do you think God values silence, or
being still before Him? What do we communicate to God
through our silence?
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°On the other hand, what do we communicate to God when
we spend most or all of our prayer time listening to ourselves
speak?

While Samuel previously had opened the doors to the sanctuary and
thus opened up the way to the worship of God, he would do a similar
task in his role as a prophet. Samuel would open up doors to God’s
truth by declaring God’s word to the people. His first assignment as
a prophet concerned the dreadful message Eli had received previously
(2:27-36).
> Read 1 Samuel 3:12–4:1a.
°Did God give Samuel an easy message to deliver? What, in
your own words, did God tell Samuel to do?
°Why was God angry at Eli?
°How had Eli previously responded when God spoke to Him (v.
13)? Compare that with how Eli responded when God spoke
through Samuel.
Samuel had been afraid to tell Eli what God had revealed to him. When
Eli insisted on a full account, Samuel told the priest all the Lord said. Eli
then made the appropriate response to divine revelation. He accepted
the new prophet’s message without protest.
°Why do you think God often chooses to speak to us through
community?
°What benefits have you experienced being a part of a
community where God’s truth is taught and shared?
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God has created us to live in community with others, and one of the
benefits of that community is the ability to speak His truth into each
other’s lives. We often hear from God best when people who we know
and love affirm things He is teaching us, point out sin in our lives, or
challenge and encourage us to take next steps in our faith journeys.

A P P L I C AT I O N

°What’s your next step today to make sure you are putting
yourself in the right surroundings to hear the voice of God?
°Is it easy or difficult for you to hear from God? Explain. How
would you counsel someone who says they can’t remember
the last time they heard God speaking to them?
°Is there something you have been hearing from God and not
doing? How can this group help you in that?

P R AY
Before you speak in prayer, spend at least a minute in silence just
listening to the Lord. Pray that your group would put themselves in a
position to continue to hear God’s voice and then do what He says.
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