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By Lindsay Helm
Figs and Faith, Matthew 21:18-22

No figs!  Well, I’ll show you!  Was Jesus just tired 
and frustrated?  The Scripture does tell us that 
Jesus was really hungry at the point.  Was He 
taking it out on the poor fig tree?  Of course not!  
With all of Jesus’ parables, He wants us to go a 
little deeper; lift our eyes a little higher.  In the 
passage just prior to this, Jesus drives out the 
merchants and money changers in the temple.  
A place that was supposed to be holy, set apart 
from worldly indulgence and darkness, became 
just that!  Praise and worship was replaced with 
superficial religiosity.  This type of religion could 
do nothing for God or others.  It only feeds itself.  
It was a barren religion.  But Jesus reminds the 
people that His house is a house of prayer.  
Now we come to the following morning when 
Jesus encounters the fig tree.  Once fig trees 
have their leaves, they should also have figs.  
This tree had no figs.  It was fruitless, barren.  
It could not feed or nourish anyone any more 
than the Jewish religious leaders could feed 
their people with their fruitless legalism.  After 
cursing the fig tree, Jesus then moves right 
along with some amazing statements on faith, 
moving mountains, and receiving what we ask 
for in prayer.  When we dig a little deeper, Jesus 
is showing us the difference between religion 
and faith.  One brings barrenness and death.  The 
other, fruit and life.  
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CONNECTIONS CONNECTIONS

As we abide in the Vine, our faith will grow!  Not out of our own work.  
We can’t create the fruit!  We only receive what the Vine gives us!  
Now that is grace given through faith!  How magnificent!  And it is 
the same with our prayers.  The more time we spend in communion 
with our Lord and Savior our prayer life will be become increasingly 
sanctified just by being in His presence!  And what will grow out of our 
prayers...sweet, satisfying fruit!
Now, let’s back up for just a minute to something I mentioned at the 
beginning.  Jesus was hungry!  Yes, He was physically hungry and could 
not find any figs to satisfy His hunger...but let’s reach deeper.  There are 
thousands upon thousands of people in this world who are searching, 
hungry for the Truth and are not fulfilled by empty religion or worldly 
solutions.  The fruit we bear in faith is visible and is what we can give to 
bring nourishment and satisfaction to a hungry world.  And one of the 
surest ways to grow bigger, faster, and sweeter fruit is through prayer 
lived in faith and faith that lives in prayer!

NEXT STEPS
*Remember to check our website each month for new Tips & Tools for 
your prayer life, new missions prayer calendars, new monthly focuses, 
and new prayer verses for the staff and congregation at First Woodway.
*Be in prayer for our graduating seniors!  
*Be on the lookout this summer for a prayer gathering and 
prayerwalking event.

-We have a team of families leaving at the end of July to work with Ivy 
Church to provide the first Holiday Club (VBS) through the church as 
well as do children’s ministry in a lower income part of the city.  Pray for 
them as they share the Gospel!
- Apogee coffee shop - conceptualized as a “third space” or social 
gathering place outside of home and work - hoping to fill the gap as 
people are pulling away from the traditional pub culture and seeking 
more meaning.
- Pray for the door-to-door outreach efforts of the ministries there.
- Pray for open doors to reach students in the university communities.
- Pray for Ivy Church as they seek to reach various groups in the greater 
Manchester area: families, students, and immigrants.
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